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PREFACE. 

The uompiling (if lliii liulc work was iloiie 
!))■ ihe suthor at the Flalhead Agency. Mon- 
tana, during leisure liouTs. Il was publislied 
in ihe Helena Montana Journal, and from the 
oolmiins of that paper irinsferred into book 
forai. At the solicilalinn of rtiends il lias liecii 
sent out in its present shape. No merit i^ 
claimed far the work, except tliat it is a plain 
hisloncal sketch of ihe Flathead Indian 
niition. from 1S13, to present date, with the 
history of the cstalilishment of St. Mary's Mis- 
sion, liy Father DeSmel, and scenes and 
incidents of the olden limes in Montana. 
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On ThuTBdny, the 17lh of October. 1811, 
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there sailed from New York for AsUjria lie 
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good ship Beaver, owned and outfltted by 
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John Jacob Aator, the founder of the great 
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Northwest Fur corapany. Among the 








cabin paaaengers wa« a young man by the 
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Dame of Co2, who. upon hla return to 








u= 


England, in iei7, wrote "Cox'a Adventurea 
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on the Columbia River," and to Lis nara- 
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tiye I am indebted for mnch of the early 
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infoimation oonlained in those pages con- 
cernlnK the Flathead IndimiB of Montana. 
After the arrival of the ship at Astoria, Mr. 
Coi was sent with a large party of hnntera 
and trappers to esplore and ealablieh trad- 
ing poala on the upper waters and tribu- 
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utaries of the Colambia river. 
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The following ia an extract froni the 
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letter of infiiructiona. sent from 
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was then trading for the company at Oka- 


m 












1 




B 

SB 


1 


5 


miniiiiiiiiiiii® 


^ 




■ 


d 



bIbo dariiig the voyage, and make the beat 
of your way to Spokane Hoqbb, where yon 
will iBAke aa little delay as possible. From 
thence you will proceed to join Mr. McMlU 
lin at the Flatheade; and if you are reduced 
to eat borses. either at Spohane or focthei 
on, they ousht to be the worst." 

The liberal writer of this economical ad- 
rice was one of the chief managers of Mr. 
Aator's trading post at Astoria, and was 
spolcen of in other reapecta to be a very 
worthy, good natured individual. At Spo- 
kane several horses had to be killed for food, 
hut as Mr. Coi was tioted as a good liver 
and food of the aubataotial fat and lean, 
candidly confused that in hia choice ot 
horees for the ketWe, he willfully departed 
from his iuslructious by selecting those 
whose ribs were least visible. 

On the 24th of December, 1813. McMillan's 
trading post was reached. The fort was 
situated on a point at the mouth of the 
MisBouJa river, and described as formed by 
thejunction of a bold mountain torrent 
with the Flathead river, and surrounded on 
all aides with high and thickly wooded hills, 
covered with pine, spruce, larch, beech, 
birch and cedar. The Flathead river is now 
called the Pend d'OreiUe rirer, but appears 
on the maps from its Junction with the Mis- 
soula river OS Qarke's Fork of the Columbia. 
At this point, which is now the western 
boundary of the Flathead reservation aa 
before stated McMillan erected hia fort It 
had a good trading store a comfortable 
house for the men and snug quarters for 
the olHcer of the company in charRe 
his clerk and assistants The Montana 
historian may Batly record those buildmss 
ai the tirst ever eiecti^ withm the broad 
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limits of her boundariea. Here Mr. Coi and 
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hla fellow-voyagers took up their winter 
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quarters. A laree band of Flathead warriors 
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recently retornBd from the Buffalo oonntry 
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tad had avenged their defeat of the preced- 
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ing year by a signal victory orettbeir ene- 
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mies, the Blaokfect, several of whose war- 
riors, with their women, they had taken 
prisoners. McMUlan's tobacco and stock of 
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trading goods had been entirely expended 








previous to this arrival, and tite Indians 
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were much in want of ammunition: the 
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goods brought were therefore a aonree of 
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great joy to both parties. The natives 








smoKed the much loved weed for several 
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days Buccesaively. The hnntera killed a 
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few mountain sheep, and Coi brought up 
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a bag of flour, a bag of rice, plenty of tea 
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and coffee, some arrowroot, and fifteen gal- 


l^Ej 


^^^^H 






lons of prime rnm. 
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territory. Mr. Cos aaya: "We spent a com- 
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paratively bappy Christmas, and by the side 
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of a blaring fire in a warm room, forgot the 
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sufferings we endiu^d in our dreary progress 
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through the woods. There was, however. 










in the midst of our festivities a great draw- 










back, &om the pleasure we ahotdd other- 
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wise have enjojed. I allude to the un- 
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by the Flatheads. Having been informed 
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that they were about putting one of their 
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prisoners to death. I went to their camp to 








witness the spectacle. The man was tied to 
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a tree after which they heated an old barrel 
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ol agan until it became red hot with which 
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they burned him on the log' thighs 
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necL cheek and stomach They then com 
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menced cuttins the flesh &om about the 
nails, which they pulled out, aad next 8ep- 
arated the Bngera from the hand joint by 
joint. During the parformanoe of these oru- 
elties, the wretched captive never winced, 
aud instead of Baing for merer he added 
&eeh Btimnlants to their harbaroua ingenu- 
itf by the most irritstine reproacbes, part of 
which oar interpreter translated as follows: 
"My heart is strong; you do not hurt me; 
yon can't hurt me; yon are fools; you do not 
know bow to torture; try it again; I don't 
feel any pain yet. We torture your relations 
a great deal better, hecanse we make them 
ory out loud, like little ohildren, Tou are 
not brave— yon have small hearla, and yon 
are always a&aid to Bght," 

Then addressins one in particular he s^d; 
"It was by my arrow you lost your eye;" 
npon which the Flathead darted at him 
and with a knife in a moment scooped out 
one of his eyes, at the same time cutting the 
bridge of his nose almost in two. This did 
not stop him; with the remaining eye he 
looked sternly at another and said, "1 killed 
your brother, and I scalped your old fool of 
a lather." The warrior to whom this was 
addreased instantly sprung at him and sep- 
arated the scalp from bis head. He was 
then about plun^ng a knife in his heart, 
ontilhe waatoldby tbecliief todeslat. The 
raw scull, bloody socket and mutilated nose 
now presented a horrible appearance, but 
by no means changed his tone of defiance. 

"It was I," said he lo the chief, "that 
made your wilb a prisoner last fall — we put 
pat ont her eyes; we tore out 
her tongue; we treated her like a 
dog. Forty of our young 
The chief became incensed the u 
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wife's name vna mentioned; he seized hie 
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gan and, before the last senlence waa ended, 
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B ball &om it passed throueb the brave fel- 








low's heart and tetminaWcI his mghtful 








BUfTe rings, ahoctine, how aver, as this 
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by the atrocioos crueltiei praPtined on tbe 








female prisoners. We remonstrated aeainst 










the exercuie of such horrible craeltiea, They 
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replied by Bajine the Blaokfeet treated their 
prisoners in the same manner; that it was 
the course adopted by all red warriors, and 
that they could not think of giving up the 
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gratification of their revenge to the foolish 
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and womanish feelings of white men. 








Shortly after this we observed a young fe- 
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male led forth, apparently not more than 
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by some old women, wlio were conducting 








her to one end of the villaeB, 










whither the; were fallowed by a 
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number of younz men. Having learned 
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and feeling interested for the nnfortanate 
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victim, we renewed our remonstrances, but 
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rrodved nearly the same answer as befbre. 
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Finding them stUI inflexible, and wishing 
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to adopt every means in our power consist- 
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ent with safety, in the cause of humanity, 










«B ordered our interpreter to acquaint them 
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would quit their country for ever unless 
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graceful craeltiea to their prisoners. This 
had the desired effect, and the miaerabie 
captive was led hack to her sorrowing group 
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derad ineffectual by the furious old priest- 








^i^ 


esses who bad been conducting her to the 
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ouiBiona they ofteD meet and the most 
BaoguiDary conSicta fblloff. 

•The BlaEkfeet clainieJ all of that part of 
the conntrj immediately at Ihe foot of the 
mountains, east of the main range, which 
was moat frequented by the bu^lo; and 
alleged that iUe Flatbeaiis, br resorting 
thither to hunt, were intrudara whom they 
were bound to oppose on all occasions. The 
latter, on the contrary, asaerted that their 
foreGitheia bad always claimed and exercised 
therieht oE hunting on thesedispnted lands; 
and that while one of Iheir warriors re- 
mained alivB the right shonld not be relin- 
quished. The consequence of these con- 
tinued wars was dreadful, particularly t^ the 
PlatheadB. who, being the weaker in utim- 
bera, were generally the greoteat anfTaretB. 
Independent of their inferiority in this re- 
spect, their enemy bad another great ad- 
yantage in the use of firearms, which 
thay obtained from the company's trad- 
ing posts established in the department of 
Forts dea Prairies. To those the Flatheads 
had nothing to oppose hut arrows and their 
own undaunted bravery. Every year pre- 
vious to the coming of McMillan's party 
witnessed the gradual diminution ol their 
numbers, and total annihilation would 
shortly have been the consequence but for 
the Bstablishment of the trading post at the 
mouth of the Missoula, and the arrival Of 
Cox and his party with a plentiful supply of 
arms and ammnnltion for trade, They wera 
ovoijoyed at haying an opportunity of pnr- 
ehasing them, and quickly stocked them- 
selves with a suQldent hnantity of both. 

From this moment afiSirs took a decided 
change in their tbvor, and in their subse- 
quent contests the niiinberii of killed, 




THey we) 

and lazir 
Both! 



i Irom tlie vice of bock 
among the lower tribes. 

I a. sCranger amoDg tbem. 

deecribu^ as ooniparatively 



very fair, and their c 
lighter than the palest 
per alter hcitig rreshl; rabbed. They 
are remarkably well rande, rather 
Blender and very seldom corpu- 
lent. The dress of the men in those 
days consisted solely of iong leggings, which 
reached from the ankles to the hips, and were 
batened by airings to a leathern belt around 
the waist, and a shirt of dressed deer akin 
with loose hsDging sleeves, which fell down 
to their knees. The oulside geaniB of the 
leggings and shirt sleeves had fringes of 
leather. The women were covered by a 
loose robe of the same material reaching 
from the neck to the feet, and ornamented 
with fringes, beads, hawk- bills and thimbles. 
The dresses of both were regularly cleaned 
with pipe clay, which abounds in parts of 
the country. They had no permsnent 
covering for the head, but In wet or stormy 
weather cliellered it by part of a bnlKklo 
robe, which completely answered all pur- 
poses of a snrtoat. The principal chief of 
the tribe was hereditary; but from their 
constant wars they adapted the wise and 
salutary custom of electing as tbeir leader 
in battle that warrior in whom the greatest 
portions of wisdom, strength and bravery 
were combined. The election look place 
every year, and it sometimes occurred that 
the general in one campaign became a pri- 
vate in the next. This "war 
chief," as they termed him. bad no author- 
ity whatever when at home and was a? 
any of the tribe to the heriditary chief; but 
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when tbe waniore set oat on their hnnting 
eicnraionB to the buffalo plaiDS, he aasumeii 
the atipreme dommand, whiuh he excer- 
ciBed with despotic sway until their ratnrn. 
He carried a long whip with a thick handle, 
decorated with acaJps and feathers and gen- 
erally appointed two active warriors as aides 
de camp. Un tbeii advance toward tbe 
enemy he always look the lead, and on tbelr 
return he brought op the rear. Great regu' 
larity was observed during the march, and if 
any of the tribe fell out of tbe ranks or 
committed any other breach of discipline, 
he inslantly received a flagellation from the 
whip of the war chieftain. He acted with 
the most perfect impartiality and would 
punist one of hia Buballerns for disobe- 
dience of orders with equal severity as any 
other offender. Cnstom. however, joined to 
a sense of tribal duty, tiad reconciled thorn 
to these arbitrary acta of power, which they 
never complained of or attempted to resent. 
After the conclusion of the cam- 
paign, or their arrival on their 
own lands bis authority ceases; 
when the peace chief calls all the tribe to- 
gether, and they proceed to a new election. 
TherewM.no canvassing, caaeussing. cat- 
hauling or intriguing, and should the last 
loader be superseded, he retires &om his 
office with apparent indiiTerence, and with- 
out betrnying any flymptoma of discontent. 
At the time of which Mr. Cox wrote the 
lighting chief had been five times re-elected. 
He was about thirty-five years of age and 
hod killed twenty of tbe Blackfeet in varlons 
battles, the scalps of whom were suspended 
in triumphal pride from a pole at ttie door 
'if his lod(K, His wife had been captured by 
( he enemy the year before and her loss made 
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& deep impreasion on him. He was highly 
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which, joined to the length of time he had 
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hia mannera a degree of dignity which wtti 








not remarked in an; other Indian. He 










would not take a second wife, and when the 
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recollection of the one he had lost came 










aoroBB his mind, be retired into the deepest 










solitude of the wooda to indulge hia sorrow, 
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.where some of the tribe stated 










Ihey often found him calling on her 
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upon her uonquerora. When theae bniela 
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atingeofslem meiiancholy, strongly indi- 
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his loss; but at the same time acquainted 










with the manner in which civilized 
nations made war. He was told that war- 
riors were only made prisonera, who were 
never tortured or kiUed, and no brave white 
man would ever injure a female or a de- 
ftenseless man; that if auch a custom had 
prevailed among them, he would now by 
the ercbange of prisoners be able to recover 
hie wife, who was by their barbarona ayalem 
loBt to him forever: and if it were posaible 
to bring about a peace with their eiemies, 
the frightful horrora of war might at least 
be cooaiderably softened by adopting the 
practiceof civilised nations. It was added 
that he now had a glorious op- 

of magnanimity by sending home 
uninjured the captives he hiid marfcd'jring 
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tbe lait cBinpaign; Uist th« Mendi of the 
compnny on the easlem side of (he 
tains woul<3 eiertlheir influence it itii the 
Block reet to induce I h<?m ki follow bla ex- 
ample and that uiliinately it might he the 
means of unitiDg thelwo rival nations in 
the honda ofpeace. He was at flrat opposed 
to tnakine an; advance, but on fhrther 
preaains he consenled to make the trial, 
provided that the hereditary chief and the 
tribe atarled no otueclion. On quilting the 
fort he made use of the foUowins words: 
"My white friends, yoa do Dot know the 
savage natara of the Blackfeet; they hope to 
exienninate the tnbo of the Seliab, whom 
y:u call Flatheads: Ihey area great deal 
more numerous than we are. 
for our braver; their object would have long 
ago heen achieved. We shall now, accord- 
ing to your wishes, send back the prisoners: 
bill remember. I tell you. that they will 
laugh at the inlerference of your 
relations beyond Che 
and never spare a man. woman or child 
that they can take of our nation. Your ex- 
ertions to save blood show you are good 
people. II they follow our example we 
shall kill no more prisoners, but I tell you 
they will laugh at yon and call jon fools." 

Tbe war chief, true (o his words, assembled 
the elders and warriors, to whom be repre- 
sented the sabject of the discourse, and, 
after a long speech, advised tiiem to make 
the trial, which would please their white 
friends and show their readiness to avoid 
unnecessary cruelty. Such an unexpected 
proposition gave rise to on animated debate, 
which continued for some time, hut being 
supporleil by a man for whom they enter- 
tained so much respect, it was finally car- 
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the Blackfeet on the breaking lip of the 
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winter. The traders undertook to fumtah 








them with horses and provisions for their 
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journey, or to pay the Flathends for bo 
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doing. . This was ^reed l4i, and about 
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took their depertore tolerably well mounted, 
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and with dried meat enoush to take them lo 
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their fHends. Mr. McMillan who had passed 
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three years in the Blackfoot counlry. and 
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formed them of the eiertiona used to save 
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men, in order that they might adopt a simi- 
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Ihem to the gentlemen in charee of the dlf- 
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detailing the matter, and impressing on 
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them the necessity of their attempting to in- 
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duce the Blackfeet in their vidnity to follow 








the example set them by the Flalheads. 
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In those days the Flatheadswereahealthy 


[sir) 








tribe and subject to few disesseB, Common 
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fractures caused by an occasional pitch oEf a 
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horse, or a fall down a declivity in the ardor 
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and pieces of wood like staves placed longi- 
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tudinally around the part, to which 










they were secured by leathern thongs. 
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the temples, aims, wrials or ankles with 








pieces of sharp flint, or heads of arrows. 








Mr. Cox relatea that he experienced some 










acute rheumatic attacks. An old Indian 








■ 




m 






sented to follow the mode of cure pracUced 
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by him in similar cases on yuuns warriors of 
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■xfeintbeieepragsiatafr IB Mcfa inns- 
tkM. The pMjal a^^ Ub; 'WobU ii 
B-aqaaDr well h> bsre Ite wator 
~ But be AnA 




unoDK Indians, and tt be waa npwuda of 
Ifans IhoDBand miles ftom an^ ptolenioDal 
■Mutance, be delemtined lo adopt the dis- 
agreeable expedient, tad mmmcncDd opos- 
Uou the IbUowing moiniinc. The Indiao 
Snt broke a bole m the ice suffiaenUy iare« 
lo admit both. Enrnloped in a large bulT- 
alti robe the patient prooeedad Xo the spot, 
and iLromng off hia ooTerinf, vitll tiie 
FlsUieadjnmped into the fiigid oiifioe lo- 
gifther. The Indian immediate); codi- 
menoed rubbing tue xhouJden. back tad 
luiaaofthe while man, whwe liair in the 
nieaDtime bec&me ornamenled with icides. 
and while the lower joiiitB were □ndetsoiDE 
their friiAion, hia face, neck and Bhoulden 
were encased ia a thia coveting of ice. On 
gettiDg released he was rolled in a 
blanket and taken back Ui the bed room, in 
which a good fire waa burning, and id a few 
minutes iie.£zperietioed a warm glow all 
over hia body. Chilling and disagreeable aa 
Ihoae ablutiona were, yet, as he found them 
so beneficial, hecantinned tbem for twenty- 
five days, at Lhe expiratioa of which his 



physician was pleased to say that no more 
ware neceaaaty, and that his patient had 
done his daty like a wise man. He stated 
that he was never after troabted with a rheu- 
matic pain. 

Id the ear!; titnes the Flatbeada believed 
in the eiistence of a god and evil spirit, and 
consequently in a, future state of reward and 
panishment. They held that after death the 
good Indian went to a country in which 
there was perpetual summer: that be woald 
meet his wife and childreti; that the 
rivera would abound with fisb, and the 
plains with the mncb loved bufialo; 
and that be will Bpend this time in hunting 
and Bshing, free from the terrois of war, 
or the apprehensions of eold or fiunine. The 
baJ man. they believed, would go to a place 
covered with eternal snow; that he wonld 
always be shiverine with cold, and would 
see Area at a distance which he conid not 
enjoy: water which he cannot procure to 
quench his thirst, and bn&lo and deer 
which he cannot kill to appease his hunger. 
An impenetrable wood, full of wolves, 
panthers and serpents separates these 
"shrinliing slaves of winter" from th^r 
more fortunate brethren in the "meadows 
of ease." Their punishment is not, how* 
ever, eternal, aud according to the different 
shades of that crimes tbey are sooner or 
later emancipated and permitted to join 
tbeir Mends in the Elysean fields. 

Their code of morality, although short. 
was comprehensive. They held that hon' 
esty. bravery, love of truth, attention lo 
parents, obedience to their chiefs and affec- 
tion for their wives and children are tlie 
principal virtues which entitle them to the 
place of happiness, while the opposite vices 
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oondemn to th»t of misery. They had a 
onrloQt traditton with respect to beavers. 
They fiimly believed that tLese animals were 

ofthelf wickeaness, veied the Good Spirit, 

shape; but that in doe time the>- will be re- 
stored to their speech, aod that they have 
heanitbera talk with each other, and seen 
them sitting in couacil on an offending 
member. 

The readers of natural history are already 
well acquainted with the snrpriaing 
sagacity of these wonderful ani- 

our waters; with their deiterity in cutting 
slorinE proviwons sufficient to last them 
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during the winter months, but few are aware 








oratemarkablBcustomamonglhem, which, 










more than any other, conBrms the Indians 
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in believing them a fallen race. Towards 
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the latter end of QUtiiron, u certain number. 
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varying from twenty to thirty, assemble fur 
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the purpose of bnUding Ihelr winter habita- 
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liong. They immediately com roenuecuttinE 
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down trees; and nothias can be more won- 










derful than the skill and patience which 










they manifest in this laborious undertaking; 
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to see them anitioasly looking up watching 
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neariy severed, and. when its creaking an- 
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serve them scampering oiT in all 
When the tree is prostrate they quickly strip 
dental uhlsels they divide the trunk into sev- 
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eral pieces of equal lenglliB which they roll 
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lothe rivolet across which they intent to 
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enet thair housaa. Two or three old ones 
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no anusoa! sight to see them beating Ihoae 










who exhibit any sympioma of laziness. 
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Should, however, any fellow be inooiTigible, 
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•nd oetsist in refaaing to work, be ia driven 
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onanimonaly by the whole tribe to aeek 
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oatlaws are therefore obliged to paw a mis- 
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erable winter, half starved in a bnrrow on 








the banks of some Btream where they are 










easily trapped. The Indians call them "laay 
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beaver." and their fur ia not half so valoa- 
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bleasthatoftheolhet animals, whose per- 
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aeveiing induatry seonre them provisionB 
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iU of winter. 
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Even in Ui08e early times the hnntera and 
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trappera conld not discover why the Black- 










feel and Platheada received their reepectlve 
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no more inclined to sable than any othur 
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part of the body, while the heads of the 
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latter possess their fair proportion of ro- 










tnndily. Indeed it is only below the falls 
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and rapida that real Flatheads appear, and 
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at the month of the Colmnbia that they 
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Boorish moat sopematujully. 


pM 








The tribes who practice the custom oi 
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flattening the head, and who lived at tha 
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mouth ofthe Colombia, differed little from 










e«oh other in laws, tnanners or customs, and 
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macks, Clfttsops, Chinooks and Chilta. The 










abominable custom of flattening their heads 
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after birth, wrole Mr. Coi, in 1814, the in- 
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&nt is placed in a kind of oblong cradle 
formed like a trough^ with moss uuder M. 
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Oae end, on whioli the bead repoBRs. is more 
elevated than the rest. A padding is tlien 
pressed upon the forebead. nitb a piece of 
cpdar bark over it. uid hj means of cords 
pnased tbrough small holes in each aide of 
the oradle^ the padding is pressed against the 
head. It Is kept in this manner npwards of 
a year, and is not, I believe, attended with 
much pain. The appearance of the 
inf^t, however, while in this state 
of compression ie frightful, and its little 
black eyes, forced out b; the tightneeaof 
the bandages, resemble those of a mouse 
choked in a trap. When released from this 
inhuman prooeaa the bead Is perfectly flat- 
tened, and the upper part of it seldom ei- 
ceeda an inoh in thickness. It never after- 
wards recovers i(a rotundity. They deem 
this an essential point of lieauty, and the 
mOBt devoted adherent of Cburles L never 
entertained a etroiiger aversion to a Bound- 
head tl'"" these savages. Dr. Snan, in ex- 
amining some skulls takea (o England, con- 
fessed that nothing short of ocular demon - 
etraCion conld have convinced him of the 
possibility of moulding the human head 
into such a form. 

The; allege, as au excaee for this cnstom. 
that all their elavea have round heads; and 
accordingly every child of a bondsman who 
is not adopted by the tribe inherits not only 
bis father's degradatioii but bis parental ro- 
tundity of cranium. Why the great Selish 
tribe of Montana were called Flatheads will 
ever remain a mystery. The Indians do 
not know by what means they came to be 
called Flatheads, 

Mr. Cox speaks of the marriage, in the 
winter of 1813, at their fort, at the mouth of 
be Mis»mla river, of Piore Michel, the 
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hunter, gaide and interpteter of the sxpedi- 

tion. As the descendeuts of the same Piere 
Michel are doit amoug the very best Indians 
of the Flathead reservation, I ahall give the 
accooDt of the marriage u itisfrobably the 
eturlieet reconted in the annala of Montana. 
It appean Michel accompanied The Flat- 
beftds on two of Iheir war campaigns and 
by bis nnerring aim and undaunled bravery 
won the affection of (he whole tribe. Be 
was tbe son of a respectable Canadian by an 
TntjiiiTi mother. The war chief in particnlar 
paid srest attention (o his opinion, and con- 
salted bim in any lUfflcult inatler. Michel 
wanted a wife; and having srvcoeeded in 
gaining the affection of a handaome girl 
about 16 years of age, and niece to the har- 
idiiary chief, be made a formal proposal for 
her. A oonucil was thereupon called, at 
which her uncle presided, to take Michel'a 
oBbt into oonBideradon. One young war- 
rior loved ber and had obt&ined a previous 
promise Irom her mother that she shoold 
be his. He. thereTore, with all 
his relationa, strongly oppoaed hei 
union with Piere. and ui^ed bis own claims 
which hod been sanctioned by ber mother. 
The war chief aabed him if she had ever 
promised to become hij wife; be replied ia 
the negative. Tbe chief then addr^Eed the 
coundl, and particularly the lover, in bvor 
of Michera suit; pointing out the great ser- 
vice he had rendered tbe tribe by his bravery 
and dwelling strouEly on tbe policy of unit- 
ing blm more firmly lo ihtir interests by 
consenting to the proposed marriage, which 
he said would forever make him as one ot 
their brotben. HisinQueoce predominated, 
■nd tbe ansucceesflil rival immediaiely after 
shook hands with Kf ichel and told the yuun^ 
19 
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womui, u he oould not be her buaband. he 
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hoped ihe wonld always regard him as her 
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biotber. This ahe readily premisad to do, 
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and HO ended tbe oppositioD. The happy 
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calico, andornamenta to her female releltives; 
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Wend. He proceeded in the evening to the 










ohiefs lodge, where a niunbar ol her friend* 
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had BBsembled to flraoke. Here she re- 
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oeiTed a lectnre from the old man, her 
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dntyaBft wife and mother. They Btrongl; 
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eihorted her to be chase, obedient, indua- 
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triouB and silent; and when absent with 
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herhnaband amonc her tribes always to 
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Btay at home, and have no interconrae with 


§§ 






^^ 


Btiange ludiatis. Bbe then retired with the 
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old woman to an ailjoiains hut, where she 








nnderwenl an ablution and bade adien to 










her backskin chemise, the place of which 
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waa Bupplied by one of gingham, to which 
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waa added a calico and green doth petticoat 










and a gown of blue cloth. After this was 










over she was conducted back to her uncle's 
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lodge, where she received farther adrice 
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as to her fntore conduct. A 
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proceBsiom waa then formed by the two 
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chiefs, and several warriors carrying blazing 
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torches of pitch pine, to esoort the bride and 
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herbosbandtotbefort. They began aiug- 








ing war aongs in praise of Michel's bravery. 
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and of their triumph over the Blackfeet. 
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and old women, some of whom ware rejoic- 










ing and othen crying. -Tbemen movedon 
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first in a slow, solemn pace, still chanting 
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their war song. The women followed at a 
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short distance, and when the whole part; 
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arrived in front of the fort they formed a dr- 
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da ftnd commenced dandng knd Blnging, 
which they kept up About tweaty minutes. 
After thistbe calametof peace went aroiiDd 
once more, und when the smoke of the last 
whifi^ had disappeared, Michel shook hands 
with hiB late rival, embraced the chieft and 
condacted his bride to hie room. Michel 
waa the onl; person of the party to whom 
the Flatheads would give one of their 
women in marriage. 

On the 4th of April, 1814. Mr. Cox and hla 
party took leave of the fort and the Flathead 
camp at the mouth of the Misaoala river, on 
their way to Spokane honie, while they pro- 
ceeded to make preparations for the ensuing 
summer's campaign in the fur business. On 
the ISth they orrived at Spokane house, and 
aa the site of that ancient for trading post is 
DOW in the heart of the booming city of Spo- 
kane, in Washington territory. I cannot re- 
frain from copying the snbioined latter, 
written by McGillivray from Okiinagan. in 
the same teirilory, at which place he bad 
wintered, but (or want of conveyance could 
not be forwarded to the fort at the mouth of 
the Missoula riTer. Although accustomed to 
the style of living on the eastern aide of ihe 
mountains and well acquainted with In- 
dians, this was hla first winter on the Co- 
Inmbia, and for information of the hatred of 
those Englishmen, engaged undei the name 
ol "American Fur oompauy," to everything 
American, I shall xive an extract Irom one 
of his letters: 

Oaejnaoah, Feb., 1S14. 

'This is a horrihle dull place. Here 1 
have lieen sinve you parted from us, perfectly 
solus. My men. half Canadians and half 
Sandwich Islanders. The library is wretched 
aud no chance of my own books till next 



7«>r, when tbe Albalaaca men oron the 
moDUt^nB. Iffou, 0( my frieads at 8p(>- 
kitne. do not send me a few vuIuium I slmll 
absolntely die of enaui. Tbe Indisju here 
are incouteaUbly tbe most indoleat rascals I 
eyaz met. and I assure it requires ao small 
degree of aothority, with the tew men 1 
have, to keep them in order. 

The snow is between two and three feet 
deep. HDd m; trio of Qwhyee generals Hod a 
aeQHible diHereuce between eut'li hyperbo- 
rean weather and the pleaaiiig eunabine of 
their own tropical paradife. Poor fellows! 
They are not adapted for chefie latitudes. and 
I heartily wish they were at home in their 
own sweet islands, and sporting in the 'bine 
summer ouean' that surrounds them. 1 
ha*e not as yet made a paok of beaver. The 
lazy Indians won't work. 

I have bilberlo principally subsiated on 
boiaeflesh. I cannot say it agrees with me, 

I have had plenty of pork, rice, arrowroot, 
flour, taroroot, tea and coffee; no sugar. 
With sacb a variety yoa will say j ought 
not to complain, but want of society has de- 
stroyed my relish for luxuries, and tbe only 
articles I taste above par are souching and 
moloases. Wbat a cuntrast between the 
manner I spent lust year and thisl In the 
Qrat, will) all tbe pride of a newly created 
subaltern, occaaionally fighting the Yankees 
"a la mode du pays." and anon sporting my 
ailver wings before some admiring "pay- 
saniie" along tbe fVuntiem. Then what a 
glorious winter in Montreal, with captured 
Jonalbana, triumphant Britons, astonished 
Indiana, gaping "bubitanta," agitated beau- 
ties, balls, routs, dinners, suppers, parades, 
drutns beaUng, colors flying, with all other 
pride, pomp and circumstances of glorious 
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wsri Bat Otbello'a Mieapatian is gone! and 
here I am with a vhiverinKKOArd ol poor 
islBDclers, buried in anow, aipping luolaBBea, 
smokiDE lobocco, and mainicating hone 
fiesh. 

dtoated in Ibe valley of the BiUer Root, im 
MiaMula couoiy, MoDtaoa (emlory, wasea- 
tablisbed by Catholic miastouuleo belong- 
iag to the Society of Jesua; among the Flat- 
bxad Indians, who made their borne in ttiat 
lovely and picturesque valley in the year 
1H41. These Indians, wluisa beads arenol at 
all flattened, as the name given Ui them by 
■ooie misinfornied traveler mlKbt be in- 
terred were living a nomadic life before the 
missiuDBries came amonE them, and were 
brave in war with other trlbca of Indians 
who were their enemiea. The Flatheads 
have always been friendly to the white raoe, 
and until this date it is their proud boast 
that the blood of a white man never stained 
the hand of a Flathead Indiaol TbouKh 
addi':t«d to some BaperstitioaB practicea 
common to Indiana of all tribea, they bad 
learned raligioaa observancai from Iriqucds 
Indians, who in their huntJDg and trapping 
excurslooB bad penetrated into the Bitter 
Root valley from their homes in 
the British possessions, where some of 
them intermarried with the Flat- 
beads and remarried with that tribe. 
The Flatheads hearing the Irjquoiti leaoh- 
iDg the Catholic religion and prayera to their 
children, which had been Inculcated and 
taught to the latter by the Jesuit Fathera, 
In their bu off homes, where that self sacri- 
Bcing order had sought the Iriquols in their 
lair« and taught and converted them to the 
Catholic Itiith years before their advent 
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tmong tfa« Flathead Indi&aB. A Knot dft- 
u ths beartB of the Flathead tribe 
to leam more about the word of Qod and to 
hare muislonaries among tb«m to inalruct 
them in religioii. Tlie Iriquois advised a 
delegation of Indians to be seat to St. '»uiB 
tola; their wishes before Iheblacli govnsas 
the Jeauit &than were dedgtiatcd by the 
Iriquoia. A council of the Indiana wu 
called by their chief and the propoaition to 
•end to St. Loaie for Caiholic mlasiunarica 
was folly dizcnaaed. What an undertaking 
for thoM wild, untutored bod9 of the Bock; 
Monatalns, none of whom had ever aeen a 
white settleaetit, and t>ncountered 
but few white men in liieir Uvea 
— and thoae were almost aa wild 
and nututored aa the ladiana, being 
hnntera and trappers in the employment of 
the Hudaon Bay cximpany. Bat thdr en- 
thuBiaam was aronsed and the thouaaoda of 
miles to be traversed over trackless moun- 
tains, treeless plains, sandy deserts, rocky 
ind deep, wide and rushing rivers— 
and their path beset on every aide by impla- 
cableenemiea of other tribes eagerly w nich- 
ing for au opportanity to waylay them with 
the scalping knife and the tomahawk, But 
itwaa possible that theyconld reach St. 
Loaia, and four of them volunteered to un- 
dertake the lone and dangerous journey. 
They slarled in the spring of the year 1836, 
but they did not cotne back, nor were they 
- heard from. Whether killed while 
passing through the roaming places oftheir 
ir died of sickness or fatigue on 
their wearisome journey has never been 
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fether of Francois, a worthy and wealthy 
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Inilian, who at this date ia still s resident ot 
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BitWr Rool valley and is well and fevorttbly 
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known by the aettlera. started tor St. Louis 
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on a similar errand, but were all killed by 










the Slom in Aah Hollow, on the Booth 
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Platte. When the delegation reached Fort 
Laramie, they werejoined by W. H. Gray, 
who afierwards wrote a history of OregoD, 
who ii yet a hale and hearty old man and 
an honored citizen of Astoria, Oregon. Mr. 
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Gray was omhie way from Aatoria (o Mon- 








treal, with a party of voyagere, having 
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in charge a boy by the name of 
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Ermintiuger, whose mother was a squaw. 
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poBt at AHloria. The lather was sending his 
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boy back to Montreal in charge of Mr. Gray 
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for the purpose of Bending him to school. 
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this party, but were met, as stated, in Ash 
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Hollow by a war party of Sioni, who de- 
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manded of Gray to what tribe the Indians 
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belonged whe wtrj junnieying through 
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their country with him. Mr. Gray, know- 










ing that the Flatheada and Siouj were at 
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war with each other, in order to save their 
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Uvea, replied that Uiey were Snake Indians, 
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The war chief then lold Gray to get out of 
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the way with Mb white companions, 








as it was his intention to slay the 










Indiana whom he said were Snakaa, as 
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they were the enemies of the Siouz. 
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Thefethei of Prancuia.the Iroquois, who was 


m 






l^pl 


dressed like a white man, was lold by the 








Sioui warrior to get out of the way with 
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want to kill him. But the brave and genar- 
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oua Iriquois replied that he was willing to 
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lake chancel with his oompaniona, and all 
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party of Plttthesda. inclnding the Iriquoig. 










and the Kez Perces IndiaDB were slaia and 
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Gray, young Ermiutineer, and others of 
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Oray'B parly, took a liand id defense ol the 
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Flatbeads. Gra; was shot in the forehead, 
and exhibited the bullet wound to the 
writer in the winter of 1883, whUe 
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on Ma way east with the Oregon 
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pioneera. over the Northern Pacific 








railroad. The Sioui warriors contenWd 
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themselves by making priaonerB of- Gray's 


— =^ 








party, whom they kept in capavity for a 
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short time with view of pntdng them all 
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to death, as several Sioux were killed in the 










fight, and the aon of the chief fell by the 
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hand of Gray. Better eouocil prevailed. 
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however, and Mr. Gray and his compan- 
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ions were permitted to depart, and, as stated 
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Astoria and wrote and nubliahed a history 
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of Oregon. News reached the Flatheada of 
the tragic death of their delegation at the 
handa of the Sioux warriors. But 
this did not deter the Flatheada, and 


1 






1 


their yearnings to know more of the 
white man's God and religion, but only in- 
creased by the dangers which lay between 
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them and the knowledge for which they 
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thirsted. In 1839, two young Iroquois an- 
nounced in council of the Flalheads, that 
notwithstanding the fiiteof the two previons 
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delegations who bad set out for St. Louis, 








they were ready (o repeat the trial and con- 








duct Catholic miaaionaries to the tribe. 
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Soon after this ojfer, it was learned that a 
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party of Hudson Bay employes were going 
to make the voyage in canoes from the head 
watera of the Missouri to St. Louis, and the 
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pany them and were accepted. In that 










tame ye»r the Indiana arrived at 
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the Catholic biahop of that dty 
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the Eisht Reverend RoBati. The bbhop 
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had a scarcity of clergymen in hia newly 
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formed diocese, but offered the Jesoi* 
fotheiB the new mission, and the saperior of 
that order accepted the ofler of Father De 
Sraet to accompanj the Indiana bacli to the 
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Eocky moontains. 








In the spring of 1840 one ol the Iroquois 
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who made the voyage to St. Lonis, suddenly 
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arriTed in the Flathead camp on Eight Mile 










croeh, in the Bitter Eoot valley, and an- 
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nounced that his companion and a black 
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gown (Father De Smel) were coming with a 
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party of the Hudson Bay FnrcompHny'a 
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men. Upon thia announcement the 
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riors to proceed ahead without 
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delay and conduct the miaaionary lo the 








Flathead camp, the chief following with the 










whole tribe. Father DeSmet was met by 
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onder their guide he travelled on U> the 








head waters of (he Snake river, where he 
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met the Flatliead chief and his main camp 
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of followers. The fathat remained at their 
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camp some time, and satisfied himself of 
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the earnesmees and good disposition of the 










Indiana, decided to bo ttack to civilization 
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anoe. He icaveled with the Indian carap lo 








the three forks of the Missouri, and from 
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thence he was guided by a few warriors to 
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the neit trading post, and from thence the 


■ 




^^M 


^^ 






■ 


^ 


8t. Louis. ^ 


si 




1 


I 




1 




H 


iSiiliiiiiliiliili 


M 


L 




J 



^^■^^^ 




HiHilliililiiliiliH 


m 


1 




m 




pa 


In the spring of 1841. Father De Smet uid 
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three brotbera of Ihe eocietj of Jems, and 
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two fathers of the same order, returned to 
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were of divera nadoDallliea. Father De 
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Smet and two of the lay brotfaeis were 
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Flemish; the other two fathers belonsed one 










to I(al7, the other W France. The third 
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miBiionaries traveled from 8t. Lonia over- 
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Ora;, who was married to an Indian woman, 
two Canadians and an Irishman named 

four carta and a wagon. With railroads now 

NebrBska, and through Ihe wild gorges of 
the Rocky moontaina into Montana, ffew 
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(repidity of this little band of Catholic 
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missionaries, who, leaying civilization 
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behind, plunged into a pathless wilderness 
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and jonrneyed thousands ofmilea throuBh 








the country of hostile savages, some of 










whom never before beheld the face of a 
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white man. It was along, tedious and dan- 
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geronB trip, but having been undertalien for 








the charitable and supernatural motive of 
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civiliziog and christianizing thesavagea of 


Eiral 








the foresta of the Hocky Moanlaina, aU dif- 
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ficnlties were overcome, all dangere over- 
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looked and alt fatigaes joyfully borne. 
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When near Fort Bridger Ihe travelers sent 
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their hunter, John Gray, ahead, who met 








ten lodges of Indiana and trappers, and told 
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them that the imporiariea were coming, and 
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besoagbt Uiem to go and meet them. The 
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Indians and Uuntera started toward Green 


M 






1^ 


river and after three days traveling, while 
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camped about live miles from Green river. 
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and announced lo thera that Father 
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DeSmef, with his companions, would 








arrive ueit day, and reqnesled that the chief 










trapper, Gabriel PraiJhomine, and an Iro- 
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qaois Indian, who was in tha camp, should 
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eo that sams evening to meet the toil worn 










misMonartes. On the next day the traveling 










party were conducted M the hunter's camp. 










where they were welcomed with that roueh 
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forest. Having rested and refreshed them- 
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and find the Flathead camp, audgetfresU 








l^p 


horses to carry thefathers' baggage and pro- 
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virioaa, their stock being worn out. In the 
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of provisions. Father De Smet. with an Iro- 
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quoi> Indian, started for Fort Hall, on Snake 
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lodges followed them slowly. At Fort Hall 
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they were, after afew days, joined by Gabriel 










Pradhorame, who with some young Indiana 
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had driven in ftesh horses for the &thera 
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QSB. The whole pany then started from 
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Fo ■W^all tc meet the Flathead Indians, and 
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thay were found at the head of Beaverhead 








river, the largest tributary of the head- 










waters of the Missouri, and sweeps through 
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a portion of what is now known as Beaver- 
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head county, in Monlaoa territory. The 










Indiana received the Catholic fathers with 
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every mark of respect and gratitude, and 
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after remaining in camp for a few days they 
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divided, some lodges accompanying the mis- 
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sionaries to the Bitter Root valley and the 
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other Indians went in for thrir annual 










buffalo hunt to the Muaselahell river and 
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the bitter Root viUley iu tha fcLI. Traveling 


1 


_ 


Hiaiiiffiiiiiiiiigiiii 


■ 


L .M 



with the Flathead Indtansthe ntlssIoTiaries 
did nut luBe (heir time, hill applied ihern- 
aelvea W the acquirement of ihe Indian lan- 

ArriTine at Bitter Root valley in Seplem- 
ber. IS41, tbey set at work to inatruct the 
Indians, wbom tber found ao well disposed, 
to embrace the Catholic fsltb. A church 
was erected and also a few rude log bate for 
the accommodation of the missiouariea. 
Thia first aettlement was built on tba banks 
oftbe Bitter Root river, just sonthwes' of 
Fort Owen, wbere Btevenaville now standa, 
which never was a military post, but was 
built and uaed na an Indian trading post 
after the settlement of the miasionariee, by 
Mqjor Owen. 

In the meanwhile Father De Smet, with 
the same Iriquois Indians who accompanied 
him on his wearisome journey from St. 
Louis, and Francois Lumpre, a Canadian 
Frenchman, who at thia dale ia still living 
in the Bitter Boot valley, and has a farm 
about two miles west of the (ownof Steveni- 
ville, flo called after Governor Stevens, who 
mode a treaty with the Flathead In- 
dians, started for Fort Colville. sltnaled 
on the Columbia river, and now in Wash- 
ington lerritory, wberetheEngliab Hudson 
Ba; company had a trading post, and at 
that time all the vast territory from the Co- 
lumbia to Fort Hall on Snake river, now 
braced in the territories of Waahington, 
Montana and Idaho, waa claimed by that 
company aa their territory and lying in 
British posResaiona. But the international 
boundary survey, aeveral yeara afterwards, 
settled the question by giving the territory 
then in dlapute to the United Stalea. Father 
DeBmet and bis companies set out on this 
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long joorney of over three hnndred 
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miles from the Bitter Root vallej to cbe 
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trading post on tlie Colnmhia, tlirongh n 
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savoee Indian country, uutroddeti aave by 
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Indians and trappere in tbe employ of the 
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company, to buy seed for the Indiana and 
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tbe Bitter Root valley. 
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Tbe Flathead Indians fBltbful to 
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their promise came bock Irora their tammar 
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hunt in the taU. On the 3d day of December, 
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1841. about ona-third of the Flathead tribe 








l^fl 


were baptiied into the Catholic faith, and 
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the others who were ander religious inatruc- 








lions were received inlo (he fold on Christ- 
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masdayofthataamejtar. So in a short 
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apace of time a new t'hrlBtianily— the Flat> 
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head tribe at that time uiuu boring about one 








thousand— waa foiuided. and the mission- 
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arie« were well pleased with the fervor of 
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their new converts. The miasioD was eallod 


m 






^p) 


St. Mary's, as was called tbe river, and the 








tonerinK snow clad peak in the range oi,iio- 
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file the mission. 
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The following spring of IMS the fatliora 
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sowed the first grain brought to tbe Biller 








Root valley, by Father De 8met from Fort 










Colville, and planted 8ome potatoes. The 
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(irat year the crop of both yielded rith, to 
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the greatenjoymeut and delight of the In- 








dians, who learned for the first time how to 
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till tbe soil and force it to yield a manifold 
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crop. 

Although the missionaries now had wheat 
they had no mill to grind it so they were 
obliged fortherirstjearBeirher to boil the 
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wheat or to pound it with rocka and be 


B 






saiisfled with the bread made out of that 
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coarse flour Their pnncipal food was 
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Iiiif&lo meal, which ihey procured from the 
Indians, and there were many times when 
Lbe7 were e'ucI to ahure the Indian roots and 
rmnias. Under the direction of the fUtiiers, 
a ten Indiana built loe houses close to the 
mission hiiildings. To protect themselves 
from the Blackfoet Indlanfi, who at that 
lime were earning into the valley in small 
war parties to steal horses and kill if au op- 
portunity offered itself, the fathers hut a 
palisade built around the premises, forming 
a large yard, where in time of 
dancer the Indians were allowed 
to drive their horses at night 
and guard (hem. Twice a year it was the 
custom among the Indians W go a long dia- 
lance hunting biiHuki. leaving at home only 
(he old people Hod children; at such times 
the danger was very great, and the fathers 
had to guard against aiirpriae. At the com- 
mencement of the mission one of the fath- 
ers accompanied the hunters in Iheir excur- 
sions, when ti.ey went oat in a body, but 
they soon found this to he impracticable, 
and had to give up the good tliey oould 
have done by following the camp, chiefly in 
inBtmcting the Indian children at the mis- 
sion. To folliin' thti war and hnn(ing par- 
ties of the Flalheads was a delicate poslllon 
forthefBthera; because, in case of any war 
with their enemies, aud having taken pris- 
oners, through deference Vi the father, the 
warriors would appeal for his advice as to 
how U) deal with them and natur- 
ally his advice would incline to 
mercy, a quality seldom or never shown 
by an Indian lo an enemy, and any exhibi- 
tion of humanity towards a prisoner would 
give them the Huspidon that the father was 
(t tiiead of their einemy Besides the wild 
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cBpacit; of tlie gristniilt was about eight 
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bushels B dfty. The proctsa was alow, but 








bread could now be made from the wheal 
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EverylhinE waa now in a flonriabinB con- 
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dition al 8t. Miiry's mission, and the good 










^1 
















f==| 


and fearlcas undertaktnB. aDtil the evil in- 
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floence and jealonsiesof the trappers and 
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tradera in fan. who followed the Indian 
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hunting parties and haunted their settle- 
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menta and viilages, beean to make itself felt. 
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Those men -lit^entioas. immoral and impure 
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genanilly, who accepted from the great fur 
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pes, hunters. «tc,. lead wild and deeolale 
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among the simple nattves.brooked no oppo- 








Bltion, and looked with jealous eyes upon 
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the missionaries' teachings of Christianity 
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and virtue, and in the connnilsof the Indi- 
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ans beean to sow the seed of discontent 






[|][r 




jg"^ 










1 






B 


Indian from as many wives as be choose to 














Indian women by those lewd camp 
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foltowers. The lalk of the trappers 
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and the Indians when leaving the Bitter 
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Riot valley on their annosl buSalo bunt. 
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left the feUiers without any protection 
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tipularly the Blackfeet, who took every ad- 










vantage to barrasa, murder and annoy the 
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onceatthe very door of the mission, killed 
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a baU'breed boy who worked for the fathers. 
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Be]Rg thus harraseed and annoyed, in the 
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to Willaraette to consult willi the superior 










oftliemisBiona. This consul taiion resulted 
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in an order from the superior to abandon SL 
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Marr'H misBion for an indeBnite period, 
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hence the intrepid Father Joset woa sent up 
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by the superior from Cour d' Alene mission, 
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with an eacort of christianized Indiana to re- 










move the mission and the eilects of the mis- 
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time occupied the actuai site of Fort 
Owen. Major Owen, one of the hia- 
oric characters of the Erst 

scene, and to him Father Joset sold for a 

the mission, on condition as stated by that 
miwionarie, that if in three yeura the com- 
munity would come back, as was their in 
tendon, they conld redeem their property, 
Thefntrepit Father Joset, with that great 
and good man. Father Bavalli, a brother 
and some Indians, driving four wagons, 
three cows and sixteen yoke of cattle, 

left in possesHion of the property of the 
fcthars, beean to build the actual fort, sub- 
stitutinB the adobe whjcli which now stand 
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present site of Miasoula, the missionaries 








divided, Father Eavalli going by the Cfeur 










d' Alene trail, now known as the Mullen 
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road, and Father Joset with all the baggage 
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went by the Jocko valley, having been or- 








dered to go down by the Fend d' Oreille riven 










he wintered that year with his party 










below the mouth of the Jocko, on the I'end 
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d'Oreflle river, near the site of Antoine 
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Revis' present home, Asaiated by the In- 
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dlsns, among whom was the chief Viator, 
fiiher of the present Chief Cbarlee of the 
Bitier Root Flatheads. who accompanied 
FBther Joiet on biajoQmey.hesetto worklo 
build five large, SM bottomeii boats to eon- 
yey tbelr baggage down the treacberons auu 
turbulent Feud d'Oreille rinir. It wu a 
bold and. it must be said, an anwiae plan; 
bnt the determined miBslonBry in the spring 
of the next rear launched bis boats and 
conim.itted himself, baggage and part; to 
the rnahing natera of that swift and rapid 
river, but the voyagers were destined to 
wreck a raft near Horse Plains before Ibey 
proceeded over aiity miles of theirjonnte;, 
npon which was loaded tbeir waEons. hand 
cars and other property; then at Thompson 
Fulla, a few miles further down the river, 
two of the boats were wrecked and all the 
cargo lost. Fortanalely no lives were lott, 
and after a long iourney tbrough the 
wilderness. the worn wander 

ers arrived at their destination 
It was not until the fall of 1S64 that the 
miBBionaries came back; but instead of re- 
establishing St. Hary's mission again in the 
Bitter Boot valley they opened St. Ignatias 
mission, that now flourishing institntion on 
the Flathead reservation. The location of 
the mission established among the lower 
CsllBpela or Fend d'Oreilles in 1S44. ott 
Clark's fbrk of the Columbia, was found 
unfit for a mission boeanse of the scarcity of 
arable land and also because of the exlenBive 
floods which Innndated the country in the 
epnng of the year. Determined to abandon 
that place, and looking for a location where 
they could have more land, and wliere they 
coul<i gather both the lower and upper 
Calispels tbey chose the actual site of BL 
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fathers. By aucU choice it ww thoagbt the 
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central pusitiun a monE the different trit>el' 
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would concentrate Ihem around St Ig- 










nadUB, and that the Flatbeada would 
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for»ke the Bitler Boot valler Tor ■ home 
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near the new mission, and setde down 
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among the CalUpels, m the tribes spoke the 
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Bhtne tangusBc and were allied and related 
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by intermarriage. Tbetoandersof St. Igna- 








tiuH mission were Father Hoken and Father 
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this date llie parish priest of Misaoula. In 
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the spring of 1855, for the Easier festival. 








there was gathered at the new miBsion of 8t. 










Ignatius not less than one thousand Indiana 
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of miied tribes- Caliipels, Flatheads, Nez 
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hundred and fifly adults were haptined on 
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Christmas day of that year. 
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Very few of the Flatheads left the Bitter 
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Root valley to settle on the Jocko reserva- 








tion, and it was decided to attend to theit 










spiritual WButs by agaio re-establishing St. 
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Mary's mission at its original locality. In the 
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fell of 1866 F-ther Geordi, s. j.. with a lay 
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brother was aent t« Bitter Boot to re-open 
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the miiBion and re-eetabllahed it at its pres- 
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ent locality. In 1864, before the return of 
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FatherGeorditoSt. Mary's, two other mis- 
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neighborhood of Missoula, one near Freuch- 
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town and the other al Hell Gate. 
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In 18B7 Father Ravolei. who, after passing 








some time at Bt. Peter's niiaaion. on Bun 










River in the Blackfbot country, where. 
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owine lo his great surgical skill and tender 
nursing, many a poor frost bitten miner 
owed to him life and limb that were over- 
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taken in the great storm which prevailed 
during tha famoua BlampHe from Helena 
to Sun rivpr, was ordered again to St. Mary's. 
Montana noT having become seltlerl itp to 
someazteDt by miners »ho flocked from 
east and west to hec rich gold fields. Father 
Ravalli, beaidea attending to the Indians 
with Father Geordi. was kept couBlantly 
travelling from one mining camp to another 
in both eapacides of priest and physician, 
attending to the spiritual wonla of Catholic 
miners as well aa aleviating tbe auflering of 
sick and IKendless men and women who 
followed the gold excitement lo the then 
wildfl of the Rocfey mouniaina. witli hia 
wonderfol medical ekill. There were 
at that time very few physicians in 
the country, and a great many 
accidents were constantly occurring in the 
mines as wellBsfroni Hghts and shooting 
scrapes among the wild and lawless. A 
large majority of those people had no means 
to pa; a doctors fee; and often Father Ra- 
valli was summoned from his quiet retreat 
at the mission of St. Mary's to ride to dis- 
tant raining camps — perhaps two hundred 
miles away— to eitract the bullets from the 
wounds of a desparado, to set limbs of an 
unfortunate miner caught in a "drift;" to 
sooth the sick bed of a helpless woman or 
her children; or (o administer the last sacra- 
ment to n dying Catholic. The good father 
never refused hia help to any man, to what- 
ever color, nation or denomination hemight 
belong, and always obeyed a call either f^om 
rich or poor, no matter what the distance, 
bow rugged the trail or how dangerous the 
undertaking. For this reason and for the 
great success he had In his medical practice, 
and for his amiable, eenial and attractive 



ioa^eiE© 



^^^^^^1 


r 11 


iSmiliHiiiliiiSiS 


■ 




■ 1 




1 


1 


manrew he became very popuJar umonB all 
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geueroiis toward Mm, and by tboae nieana 
he was the pfincipiU aupport of St. Mary's 
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miaaloD. 

la 1869 Father Oeorda having b«en 
elected provincinal or superior general of 
all the JesQlte missiona ia the Rocky mouD- 
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tains, and being obliged to visit tbeni. 
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Father D'AMie. S. J.. Wok his place in the 
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Bitter Root at St, Mary's, and with Father 
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Ravalli attended to the spirilual wants of 
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the Flathead Indians. That great and good 






ami, FBthec Ravalli, has pabsed awar; bat 
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Father D'Asde still survives, and today is 
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at bia post at St Ignatius mission, niinister- 
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iiig lo tlie waota and guiding the remnant 
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of that once great tribe of Flatheaiia, aa 






well as theKootenaia and Fend d'Oreil lea. 
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morality. How beanUM U the faith which 
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Armed with the sole standard of the croas. 
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with no other compass than obedienca, they 
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run ftorlessly to their goal, which is the at- 
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tainment of God's great glory by the salva- 
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tion of souls. They wait but for the oppor- 
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tunily of savins souls, to fly to unexplored 
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countries, to ever-growing danger of death. 
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Stj^ngers to the wealth, the honors, tbe 
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their undertakings, they take no other con- 
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solation amid infiiriated waves, in frightful 
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Bolitndes, in the primeval forest, tlian Uml 
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of passing through them to do good. 
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Tbe new sUte or Mout&na, aa well as the 
United States govern ment. eLouldnot IbrEet 
IhaC they owe a debt of gratitude to the 
Flathead Inditms Tor the friendly welcome 
extended (othe early explorers anilpioaeeia 
ofthia country, which ia attested to by 
Lewis and Clarke in their official reports to 
President Jefleraon and published so wiciely 
both in America and Europe. Captuna 
Clarte and Lewis, with their followers, la 
before mentioned, were the first white men 
the Fathead Indiana ever beheld. At the 
date of Ibis writing. May 1S30, there bHU 
Uvea at St. Unatiua mission, on the Flat^ 
head reservatioD, an old Indian woman 
named Ochaiiee, who disdndly i«membeia, 
and relates in the Indian language 
the advent of those two great 
captains, with their followers, iulo the Flat- 
head camp in the Bitter Root valley, and 
tbe great astonishment it created among tbe 
Indians. Tbe explorers crossed over the 
Big Hole monntaina and arrired at the 
Flathead camp in the Bitter Root valley in 
the year IHM. Ochanee claims to have b«en 
about 13 years of age at that date. 8be ia a 
lively old woman, and atill has all of her 
menUll bculties, and can describe campa, 
scenes and events which are vividly por- 
trayed in tbe published reports of Lewla and 
OlarkB deecriptive of the 



who were then hunting and camping to- 
gether. During the slay of the explorers in 
tbe Flathead camp Captain Clarke took 
unto himself a Flathead woman. Onesonwas 
the result of this union, and he was baptised 
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valley and named Petetar Clarke. This balf- 
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breed lived lo a ripe age, and was wutl kaown 








to many ol Montana's early settlera. He 
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died about Uz years ago and left a son. nbo 
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name of Zachariah, and pronounced Saealee 
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by the Indians. The tatter has a son three 
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years ofage, whom it 1h claimed by the In- 
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dians, indirect decent, to be tbo greal grand- 
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son of the renowned Captain Clarke. 








BipIorationB from the Misaisaippi to the 










Padiic ocean, page SOS, Lieutenant Mnllan, 
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of the United States army, so widely known 
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in Montana, and after whom tbe name is 








given to the Mullan tannel, near Helena on 
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the Northern Pacific railroad, sent with 
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Governor 8t«Tens to explore tbe Bitter Root 






■ 


'^M 


valley, rendered the following 
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to the Flatlteads, Tbe lines are drawn from 
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tbe government. Captain Mullen is now a 
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quaintanceahip among the Indiana ha de- 
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ter Is Baron O'Keefe, David O'Koefe. and 
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Ben Welch, of Missoula county. Tbe re- 
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port says: "When I arrived at Ibe camp 










with my guide, three or four men came out 










lo meet us, and we were invited U> enter tbe 


s 






m 


lodge of the great chief. With much eager- 






neas they took care of oar horaea, unsaddled 
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them and led them to drink. As soon aa 
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the camp had been infomie<i of the arrival 
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ofa white wan among them all tlie priuei- 
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pal men of tbe tribe uollected at the lodge of 
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tbechiet 
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the cliief, 

1 wm Klrui^k with utonisbment, for I had 
not llie least espectation ofauch conduct on 
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tLe most aolenin manner, and wltji the 








greatesi feverence, they adored the Lord. I 
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asked myself: Am I among Indiana? Am 
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I among people whom all the world call 
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BBvagea? I could scarcely believe ray eyes. 
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The thought that these men were penetrated 
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with religious BenlimenU, so profound and 
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■'I could never say enouEb of those noble 








and eeneious hearta among whom I fouud 








15] [2l 


myself, Tbey were pious and tirm, men of 
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at the same lune with a lively and 
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religious Taith. Ic which they re- 
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main ctmalant. They never partake 
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heaven. In the morning when rising, and 
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at night when retiring, they oBer their pray- 
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ers tu Almighty God. The tribe of the Flat- 
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beads among the Indians ia the subject of 
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Uieir highest esteeni,and all that I witnessed 
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Here is another teatiinony from the Hon. 
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Isaac J. ataphena, oi-governor of Washing- 
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ton territory, who made the Flathead treaty 








ill 1865, at Grass Valley, a few mileB below 
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the city of Missoula, and 
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in sight of the city of Washington Qghtiog 








bravely for the union. Giving ordara to 
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-Tell those good Klatheada that the words 
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of Father De Smet, in their behalf, have 
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been received by tlieir great father 
43 
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mil good people are devoted to them. 1 
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would like to rebuild St. Mary's. Let them 








know I am attached to Ihem, and ready to 
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This would be most pleasing to me." 








Governor Steveos also wrote to the Indian 
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agent then in charge: "You are alieady 
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aware of the character of the Flatheads. 
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and plaina-honea. brave, and docUe; they 
only need encouragement to become good 

Bured that they live up to the christian oodo." 
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This meHSBge is from the report 
to the president in 18M. and 
from the pen of that gifted soldier and 
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head treaty, and aa elated before died for the 
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preservation of the union. 
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The chief who preceded the great Victor. 
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fetherofthe present chief Chariot, had the 








euphonioas Indian name. Elaowish Semme- 
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Bee-italiin. "The Grizily Bear Erect," bat 
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was baptized Loyolo, by Father Deflraet 
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Xhl^ chieftain died, on the 6th of April. 
Io&4, and waa lamented by the Indians with 
tokens of sincere grief. As the departed 
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otlef, contrary, so Indian custom, had not 
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be chosen after his death. The election 
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Victor, a brave banter. remark- 








able for the ganerosity of his 
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amid great feasting and rejoicing. All the 
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warriors, in tlieir gala costumes, marched to 
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It, discharged their muskets, after which 
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eacb one went up to bicn to pledge bis affci^ 

tion to a hearty shaking of hands. During 
the whole day nnmeroaB partira came to ei- 
preas to the mUsionaries bowmacb satisfac- 
tion they felt at having a chief whose good- 
nesa had long since won their hearts. Victor 
alone ecemed sad. He dreaded the respon- 
sibility of the chieflaiDship. and thought be 
should be unable to maintain the Eood 
effected in his tribe by his predecessor. 

TO BE A OOOD BUNTBS 

and a good warrior are the two qnalities 
par excellence that constitnle a great 
man among the tribes. As both 
qnaliUcations were combined in* the new 
chief, Victor, perhaps a description of the 
maaneiof conducting an Indian hunt in 
old days may not be uninlereating to the 

Father DeSmet says the chase absorbs the 
wholeattenlion of tbe Indian. Tbeknowl- 
edge that ha haa acquired by long eiperi- 
ence of the nature and instinctsof animals, 
is truly marvelous. He is occupied with it 
from eartiesl infanpy. As soon as a child is 
capableofmansgiuc a little bow. it is the 
Snt instrument his father pula into his 
hands lo teach bini how to bunt little birds 
and small animals. The youug Indians are 
initiated in all their stratageius. Tbey are 
taught with as much care how lo approach 
and kill the animals as in civilized society a 
a youth is instructed in reading, writing and 
arithmetic. 

An expert Indian hunter is acquaiated 
with the hablta and instincts of all the 
quadrupeds which form the object of the 
diaae. He knows their favorite baunls. It 
is essential for him to distinguish what kind 
of food an animitl first Eeeka, and the most 
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fiTonble moment of quitting bli l«ir lor 
procuring nounshment fbo hunter mval 



o eluda the alWnt ve ear 
and watchful inHtinclfi of his intended \ <- 
titna he must aupreriatB the foolsWp it nl 
has passed hjm the time that ha» elapwil 
smco it pBSsed and the direction H has pur 
floed The atmosphere Ihe winds n n 
uion ice. frrestsand water are the bo->kg 
which the Indian reads -vinaulla and ex 
aroines on leavms hia hut in pursuit of 
game 

In those days the tnbes foun 1 their a ib 
Biateisce in the close the ttesh uf animals 
oJTurded them foud and the ak ns Llotbiiig 
Before tlie arrival of the whites, the method 
ofkllliiig the dlfTerent species of aniraala 
vraa yery si'nple, consisting ordinarily of 
atrategema and snares. They still have re- 
course to primitive method in the huot for 
large animals, when they have no horses 
capable of pursuing them and guns for kill- 
ing them are wanlicg. The imp prepared 
for the bulliilo was an enclosure, or pen, and 
is one of she more early waya and perhaps 
the most remarkable for its execution; it 
demands sVill, and gives a good idea of the 
sagacity, activity and boldness of the 
Indian. As on all other oocaaions 
of moment, the jngglers were conaulted 
and the bunt was pre<:eded Dy a great variety 
of superstitious practices. Father De Sniel 
described one of these hunts 

The buSalo roamed the plains in bands of 
several hundreds, and often several tLou- 
>ands. He states that in his travels be liad 
seen with his own eyes, aa laras he could 



SiiSiilliliiliil 



discern on these immensG plains. Ihouund? 
and tbousandB oftbese noble aDimals, mov- 
ing elowly, like on iaUrminable troop, in 
one direotlon, and browsing tbe grass as 
tbe; progTBSBed. Tliey had a fearful appear- 
ance; tbeir bairy heada inspired with terror 
those who were ignorant of the pacific babita 
of this noble quadruped, When alarmed, 
tbe tramp of their hoofs, tbeir bellowinga, 
and the columns of dust which they raise, 
resemble the depp murmurs of a tempest 
mingled with peals of thunder, lessening as 
they grow more remote. 
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A tribe that had tew gune. few hoTsee to 
mn down the animals which needt pursu- 
ing, snd sbiiiB for dothiDg. were compelled 
to employ the old or pritniljve method of 
biiDtingr, which existed from time immem- 
orial. The Indians described a$ engaged in 
this hunt were encnmped in a Bullahle 
place for the conatruclion of B park or en- 
doBtire, The camp described contained 
about three hunilreil lodfces, which repre- 
sented 2,000 or 3,000 aoiila. They had es- 
ledted the base of a chain of hills whose 
eejitle slope presented a narrow valley and 
a prairie, in which all the lodges were 
ranged. Opposite the hills there was a fine 
large prai lie. 

After the constmcllon of the lodges a 
great coandl is held, at which all the 
chiefs and all the hunters assist. They 
Srst choose a band of warriors to 
prevent the hunters liom leaving the camp, 
either alone or in detached companlee, lest 
thebuITalo be disturbed, and thus be driven 
sway from the encampment. The law 
gainst this was extremely severe, not only 
all Ibe Indians of the camp must conform to 
it, hut it reaches to all travelers even when 
they areignorant of the encampment or do 
not know there is a hunt in contemplation. 
Should they frighten the animals tiiey are 
all pnnishable; however, those of the camp 
arc more rigorously chaatised in case they 
transgress tlje regulation. Their guns, their 
buws and iirrows are broken, their lodges 
out in pieces, their dogs killed, all their pro- 
vistons and their hides are taken from them. 
If they are bold enough to resist the penalty 
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tbey are beaten with bows, stlcki and clnbs. 
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Any one who should set 6re lo the prairie 
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b; accident or imprudence, or in 








in any way frighten olT the herd would bo 








sure to be well beaten. 
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conBtniclion of the pen is eoinmenced. 










Everytwdy labora at it with cheerful ardor, 
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for it is BU affair of common interest on 

daring several months will depend. The 
pen has an area of about an acre. To en- 
close it in a circular form stakes are firmly 
fixed in Ibegronnd and the distance between 
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ibem fUled with Iors, dry boughs, mawe* 
of stone— in short with what 
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even tbey can find ttiat will answer the pni^ 








pose. The circnlar palisade has hut one 
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opening: belore this opening is a slope em- 








bracing fifteen or twenty feet between the 








hills. This inclined plain srowa wider as it 
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diTereeafrom tberdrole; at its two sides tbey 
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continne the fence to a long diEtance on the 
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pl^n. As soon as these preparations aie 
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ally an old man, ■ distinguished pereonage 
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belonging to tbe Wah-Kon. or medicine 
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band, and famous in the art of jugglery. 










which tbe Indians of those diys deemed a 
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the moment for driving the buffalo into tbe 










enclosure and give llie sicnal for 
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plants tbe medicine mast in the 








center of the park, and attached lo it the 










three charms which are to allure ibe ani- 
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mals in that direction, fit: a. streamer of 
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Bcarlei cloth two or three yards long, a piei* 
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of tobacco and a buflalo's bom. Every 
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tance fbim the animals that &re followlne 
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him. By this Btratagem he leads the vast 
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herd of buSUo throagb the whole distance 




H 




that separate him from his companions, 










who are on the qni vive, full of ardor and 
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impatience to share with him in his sport. 
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When the buffaloes arrive in the space be- 








tween the extremities of the two lines, the 
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giving rein to thdr stock rejoin each other 
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behind tbe animals. At once the scent of 
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the hunters is communicated among tlie 
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frightened and routed animals which at- 
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tempts escape in every direction. Then 








thoseon foot appear. The buffalo, finding 
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themselves surrounded and enclosed on all 
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eidea, accept the single opening into the ci> 
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oularopcnine before them, low and bellow 










in the most frightful manner and plunge 
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into it with the speed and fear of despera- 
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tion. Thelineaofhuaters close in gradu- 
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mass of buftalo and groups of hunters 
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become more and mote compact. Then the 
Indiana commence firing their gnns. draw- 
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ing their arrows and flinging their lances. 








Many animals fall under tbe blows before 
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gaining the pen; the greater number, how- 
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ever enter, They discover only to late the 
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snare that has been laid for them. Thosein 
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front try to return, but tbe terrified crowd 
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that follow force them to go forward, aud 
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enclosure amid the hurrahB and joyftil 








shouts of tbe whole tribe, intermingled 
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with the firing of guns. As soon as all are 
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penned the buffalo are killed with arrows, 
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lances and knives. Men, women and chil- 
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dren, la an excitement of Joy, take part in 
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general butchery and tlie flaying and cutUng 
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np of the ammalB To look 
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at them without diseuat in this 

habituated to their ciiatoras and raannerB 
While men cat and slash the fleah, the 
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the meat still warm with life— the livers. 
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tmcliona. They Bmear their faces, hair. 
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arms and legs with the blood of the buffalo. 


H 






Confnsed cries, clameroua shouts, and here 
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and there quarrela fill up the scene. It is a 
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picturesque and savage scene— a very pan- 
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by words or to reconnt in rainulo details. 








In the hnnt described, and at which Father 








s^ 


DeTniit was present, sii bundled hnfTalo 


S[3 






B 


were tilled. After the hatchery the Bkins 
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piles are divided amone the familUs in pro- 








§^ 


portion of the number of which they are 
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compOBed, Tlie meat is afterwards cat in 








slices and dried; the bones are bruised and 








(pts 


tlieir grease extracted. The dogs also re- 
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ceive their portion of the feast and devour 
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the remainder in the nrcna of the pen. Two 
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days after the hunt not a vestige of the car 
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nnfre remained. Before separating the In- 
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dians PHB5 several ilays in dancing and 
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arrived ai (he Flathead agency UniledSlktee 
Senator George G. Vest, of Miaeouri. and 
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Miij'.r Msrtin Mueinnia, territorial reprcBen- 








tHllve fh)m Montana, being the autt-com- 
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Slalea senate appoinled to visit the Indian 








trilWB In northern Montana. TIik co nmittee 
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weru accompanied by Schuyler C'rosbj-. gov- 










erijor of Moolana. and were met at Arlee, 
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the railway atalion, b; tbe Vailed Slates In- 
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dian agent and aeTeml hundred Indiana. I 
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quote from the official report of at^d com- 
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The scene at the Btalion a« we 
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left tbe trfun was very pictureaqne 
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and intereating. Some five hundred 
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Cliinamen, latrtly engaged In tbe oonfltnic- 
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tion of tbe Northeru Padflc railroad, ware 
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encamped near the station, and their eallow 
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connl«nanees eihibiled unmiBtakable evi- 
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dences of apprehension se the Indians ex- 
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tended OB a welcome in one of tbelr cborau- 
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teristic dances, accompanied by a good deal 
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ofnoiMBnd much recIiUsa riding on Uieir 
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ponies around the Chinese camp. 8ni- 
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rounded by this wild but hospitable escort. 
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following day met the Indians in ooondl. 










tbe tribes on the reservation being repre- 
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Henied by Michel, head chief o> the Pen d' 
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Orcillea; Arlee, second chief of PUtheads. 










and Eneas, head chief of the Kootenai*." 
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council will be found in the olflcial 
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report ot Senator H. L. Dawes, of Massa- 
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chusetts, chairman of the special commit- 
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tee of tb« aeiiate of tbe United 6tAt«a 
to inquire into tilt condition of Sioni In- 
rliauB on tlipir reservation, and also to in- 
quire into thegriei'iuiceBof the Indian* in 
Montana territory. As tliis chapter is only 
intended to present the status of Chariot's 
band of Bitter Root Flatliead Indiana. 1 
shall only touch upon that subject. 

After holding conncil with the confeder- 
ated trities of Indians on the Flathead reser- 
vation, the sub committee proceeded f^oni 
the reservation to bold a council with Char- 
lot, head and beriditary chief of the Flat- 
heads, and arrived at Slevensville, in the 
Bitter Root valley, on September 10, 1883. 
Tlie official report says: On the motning 
after our arrival we visited St Mary's mis- 
aion in tbe etiburba of Stevenaville, and 
learned inucli about the condition of Chariot 
and his band from tbe Jesuit fathers. Father 
Ravalli who has been among them for Hfty 
tliree years, haa been partially paralyied for 
more than iive years and unable 
to leave his bed, but bis intellect 
is vigorona and bis cbeerfblneaa 
most astoniabine. Lying in his little 
room with his crudiin and booka, he pre- 
scribes for the sicit, and even performs dif. 
ficnlt surgical operations, for he ig a most 
accomplished physician and surgeon. Thla 
remarkable man was the trusted friend and 
companion of Father DeSmet. and he ia 
probably belter acquainted with the differ- 
ent Indian iribea of tbe west, their lan- 
guage, babils and HuperBtitiona than any 

ThiK great and good man has gone to hia 
reward since Senator Vest's report was 

"After an inlerealing t 



VMlMrBk*mIli of twob(iuB.lbanriral of 
amOoLbtad diicf of the RMJiCMh.Mna 
Ore of bia pHiuipal laeii, wm ■■DOBBOEd. 
■ndaDCqiolimtDberal iriiitafarias pc«»- 
cnl we cowred opon ao inttniMr, which 



Chariot iaai 



□ Indian oT fine Kppaamoe 
I brsTe aod booMt nuuii. 
Thtt he has becD badir tnaud ia nnqoce' 
tionable. aod Cbe liuUff; of the aegotialMm 
which colminatcd in U.e diTisioa of hie 
tribe, part of Ihem ander Artec, the second 
chief, being now on Uie Jocko TcaeTTadoa, 
and part still in the Bitter Root vallQ' with 
Chariot, is. to aay the leaal. renurfcable. 

In report of Ibe cominiuioner of Indian 
•ibiiB for the few 1672. pages lOS. 110. 111. 
112, 113, lU. IIS. lie and 117. will be found 
tbia hiatory. and id exhibit B. herewith 
filed, will be found a commaDication from 
Major Sonao to the commissioDer of Indian 
af&iira, in wbicb the main fwU are cleady 
daled. 

In 1^^ a treaty wis tnade between the 
tTnited Stales, repiesenled by Gorenior 
Blevena and Victor, chief of the Flaifaeads 
and bther of Chariot, known as the Hell 
Oaletreaty. By this treaty a yarj larse tei' 
rltory, eiteailing from near the forty-tecood 
paniUel to the Britisli line, and with an 
average breadlb of nearly two degrees of 
latitude, was ceoed to the govennoenl: and 
on yielding it, Victor insisted upon holding 
Ihe Bitter Root valley above the Lo Lo Fork. 
KS a special reservation fur the Flathead 
people. 

By the <Hh and 11th articles of the treaty, 
the president was empowered to determine 
whether the Fiatheads nhould remain in the 
Bitlf.r Root valley or eo W the Jocko resets 
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vRlion, and the president was required to 
have the Bitter Root valley surveyed and ex- 
amined in order to determine this queElion. 

Up to Ibe time of ISeneral (iarfield'a 
in IMTi, aevenleen yeara afterwards, no sur- 
vey was made as tbe Indians claim, nor 
were any schoolmasters, blacksmiths, car- 
penters or farmera sent to the tribe, aa pro- 
vided for in the treaty. 

e Bitter Root valley, 
by far the most beauiilul and productive in 
Montana, was being filled up by tbe whites, 
and on November H, ISTl. the president 
issued an order declaring tbat the Indians 
sliould be removed to the Jocko reservation, 
and on Jnne 5, 18T2. o _ 
appiopHating $50,000 to pay the eipeoso of 
this removal, and to pay the Indians for the 
lossoftheir improTementsin the Bitter Boot 

This order the Indians reftiBed to obey, 
and serious apprehensions of trouble be- 
tween them and (he white settleis caused 
the appointment by the seoretary of the in- 
terior of General GarSeld as special commls- 
t the Flatbeads and secure, if 
possible, thdrpeacerol removal to the Jocko 
reservation. 

General Qariield stales in his report that 
he Ibuad the Indians opposed to leaving the 
Bitter Root valley, for the reason that the 
Bovcmment had for seventeen yeare foiled 
to carry out the treaty of 1S55, and that no 
steps bad been taken towards surveying and 
examining the Bitter Root valley, as pro- 
vided in the treaty. On August 27, 1873, ho 
drew up an agreement which I 
foUows: 

Fluthkad RipeiivATion,AuKuat27, 1S72.— 
Articles of ogreetnent made this 2Ttli day of 



August. 1672, between James A. Qarlielil, 
Bpecial commiBsioner, aatliorized by tbe sea 
retary of the interior to carry iiilo eieuiilion 
tbe provisioua of tbe act approveilJuueil, 
I6T2, for the removal of the Flathead and 
other IndiaiiB from the Bitter Root valley. 
of the first part, and Oharlot, lirat chief. 
Arlee, second rJiief, and Adolpb. tliird l'!lI> f 
of the Flotheads. of the aeoond part, wit- 
nesseth: 

Wbereae, H was provided in the eleventh 
article of the treaty concluded at Hell (Jate, 
July 16. 1866, and epproved by tbe senate 
March 8, 1R59. belween the United StaLcii 
Bjid the Flntbeads, Koolenai and Pvnd 
d' Oreille Indians that tbe president shall 
cause the Biller Root valley above llie Iji 
Lo Fork to be surveyed and examine'l. and 
if in his judgment it should be found lieller 
adapted to the n-antsafthe Flathead Iribe, 
as a reservation for said tribe. It should be 
BO set aside and reserved; and wliim'us I lie 
president did, on the Uth day of KoveiiibtT, 
ISTl, issue bis onlHr setting forth that "the 
Bitter Itiiot valley had been carefully sur- 
veyed and examined in oecordance with 
said maty," and did declare that "it is 
therefore ordered (hat all Indians teaiding 
in said Bitter Root valley; bu removed as 
soon as practicable to tlio Joeko reBerviitlon, 
and that a just compenealion be made for 
improvements made by tbem in Ibt Bitter 
Root valley, and vrhereas,lbeact of conuresi 
above recited approved Jure6, 187a, makes 
provisions forsuch compensation; Iheretura: 

It is hereby agreed and covenanted by the 
parties lo this instrament: 

First. That tbe party of the first part 
shall cause to be ereeied sixty good und sub- 
BtButial housee, twelve feet by sixteen each, 
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irso large b Dumber shall be needed for Ihe 
accotamodation of tbe liibe. three or said 
huiisfa lor tbe drBt. second snd third i^hiefe 
of said tribe, to be of donble the size men' 
tiuned abore; said hotiset lo be placed in 
buch poKioD of tbe Jocko reservBtion. not 
siresd; occupied by other Indians, u said 
chiefs mar lelect. 

Second. That the saperintendent of In- 
dian affairs for Uontana territory shall cause 
lo be delivered to said Indians 6n0 boshels of 
vheat. the same to be ground into Hour 
W'lliont coct to asid Indians and delivered 
to 1 hem in good condition durini; tbe lirbt 
year after tbeir removal toEether with such 
potatoea and other vegetables aa can be 
spared from the aceocy farm. 

Third. That said snperintendent shall aa 
Boon as practicahte. cause tellable portions 
of land to be eDCloaed and broken np fbr 
said Indians, and sliall fnrnish Ihem with 
sufflcient number of agricuUnral imple- 
ments for Ibe cultivalion of Ibeir grounds. 

Fourth. That in carrying ont the forefni- 
fng agreement aa mncb as possible shall 
he done at tbe agency by the employes 
oftheKoverDment; andnoneof such labor 
or materials, or provisiong furnished fKiiii 
the agency. sbaJI be charged as money. 

Fifth. Tbe whole of the K.OOO in money 
now in the hands of the said tuperintendent 
appropriated for tbe reraoTalof said Indi- 
ans, shall be paid to Ihem in such formit a* 
their cliie^ shall determine, except sncli 
portion as is neceesarily eipended in carry- 
ine oat the preceding provisions of this 
aKreement. 

Sixth. That thei-e eha)] be paid lo sai'l 
trilie of Flathead Indians the sum of *oO,000, 
at provided in llie :ci.ond section of the act 




above recited, to be paid in ten annnal In- 
BlallmeDla. iu aacb m&DDer and material bb 
the prviidenC ma; direct: and no port o( the 
liflf racDls berein promised shall in do way 
afieclor modify the full right or said Indians 
to the paymentB and anuTiities now and 
hereafter dne I bem under existing treaties' 

Seventh. It is tin.ierstood and agreed that 
tbia contract shall in no way iiilerfo« with 
the rights ol any member ot the Plalliead 
tribe to lake land in the Bitter Boot vaUey, 
undet tlie third seclioD ol the act above 
cited. 

Eighth. And the party of the second part 
hereby agree and promise that when the 
houses hare been built as provided in the 
Brat clause of this agreement tbey will re- 
move the Flathead tribe to said bouses (ex- 
cept such as eball take land iu the 
Bitter Root yalleyl in accordance 
with the third section ol the act above dted, 
and will thereafter occupy the Jocko rejer- 
vatioo as their permoneDt home. But 
nothing in this agreement shall deprive said 
Indiana of their tull right to hunt and fish 
in any Indian country where they are now 
entitled to huut and llsh under existing 
treaties. Nor shall anything in this agree- 
ment be BO constracted as to deprive any of 
Bsid Indians bo removing to the Jocko 
reservation from selling all their improve- 
menta in tlie Bitter Root vslley- 

[Signed] Jakes A. Gabfield, 

Special comntissioner for the removal of 
the Flatheads from the Bitter Root valley. 

CaAKLtfT, 

(His X mark) 
First Chief of the Ftalbeada. 

AaLEK. 

Second Chief of the Flatheads. 
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(Hia X mark) 
Third Chief of Ihu Flalheads. 
Wilneas to conlract and signatures: 

WM. H. ClAGBIT, 

D. G. 6w*iw, 
Jadge Advocate D. 8. army. 
W. F. Saicdsbb, 
J. A. Vial. 
B. F. Porta. 
Goiemor of Montana. 
I rertiTy that I interpreted AiU; and care- 
fnlly ilip foreeoiog contract to the three 
cbiels of llie Flatlieads named above. 

B.^PTIST ROEWANBN, 

(His I mark) 
Interpreter. 
Wilnras la signature: 

B. F. P<m^, 
Governor. 
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The United BUIes Bab-commimioner's re- 

Cbarioi. allbongh bis nnme or mark ii 
atUied lothe pnblishe'l agiwment. declare* 
tlial he never signed \l or aiitli'>rinil Lhe 
BiEniog, and the oHginal agi-EPtiiFnt oid- 
Grms hit slaUmeitU. He bus Fefilsed to 
leave the Bitter Root valley, xonie SO) of tbe 
tribe remaining witb hini. Ondrr thethfnl 
sectiOD ot Ibe act of 1HT2. patents Ibr 1«) 
screi of land each were issnud t» Gflr-ont 
membra of tbe trilie. and Major Ronsu, 
then aeent, tendered tbem tlieae psirnts, but 
tlier reTuwrd. and still refuse to take them. 
In K^ard W, General Garfield saja in his 

A large number ot hes<is of riLtnilies and 
yonng men notified the BUperintendeot tlial 
tbey bad chosea Ijj take up land in Ibe Fal- 
len under the third sectioTi. But it waa evi- 
dent that they did tbia in the hope thai thej' 
might all remain in the valley and keep 
tbeir tribe together aa herelofore. believing 
that each could take up IBO acres. 

The publiralion of the Garfield aereemetit 
with Chariot' a aignatureor mark alBxed lo 
it created the impression tliul all tronble 
was over with tbe Indiana, and o large 
white emmigration poured into tbe Bitter 
Boot valley. The result is that Ibe Indians 
who adhered to Chariot arc yel in tbe val- 
ley, miserably poor, with one cr two ei- 
ceptiona, surrounded by whites who are 
aniiouE far their removal, and tbe young 
men. with no restraint upon tbem, loung- 
ing around the aaloona in Slevensville and 
utterly worthless. As tbe case now stands 
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these Indians have no title lo any jtortlon of 
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the Bitter Root valley, aa Ihey rafuse lo 
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take the patents and are deling the orJer 








of the president for their removal to the 










Jocko reaervaiioD. 
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Chariot told UH that he would never go to 
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the Jocko reserration alive; that he had no 
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"yotw Great Father Garfield pat my name 
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to a paper which I never signed, and the 
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renegade Hez Perce. Arlee. ia now drawing 
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money to whiiJi he has no right. How can 


[ggj 








I believe you or any white man?" 
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Continues the report; We are compelled 
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lo admit that there was much truth and jus- 
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tice in hifl statement. That his name was 
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BBTeeroentis unfortunately true, as shown 
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by the original. 
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Geceral GarGeld in his report, page 111, 
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saya: 
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The provisions of the contract were de- 








termined after full consutlation with the 
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superintendent and the territorial delegiHe, 
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and Anally the chiefs were requested 1c) 
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answer by ilgning or refusing to sign it. 








Arlee and Adolph, the second and third 
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chiefs, signed the conlrscla and said Ihey 
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would do all they could to enforce it; but 
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Chariot refuspd to sign, and said that if Iha 
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Bitter Root valley, but at present would not 










promise lo go to the reservaUon. The other 
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chiefs expressed the opinion that if houses 
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to the contract, Chariot would finally con- 
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dent of Indian atlalrs, bearing the same dale 
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with the contract and t> bo found on page 
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llSoftbe report of the commissioner ol 
Indian atTaira for 1^72. Gerierat GorGeli) 

In curying oiil the terms of the contract 
made with the chiefs of lbs Klatheads fi>r re- 
movinK that tribe lo this reeervation (Jocko) 
I bave concladed, after full conaiiltation 
with jou, to proceed with Ibe wark in the 
same tnanner as though Chariot. Brat chief, 
had aigoed the contract, I <)□ this io the be- 
lief that when he sees Ibe work going for- 
ward he will conclude lo come here with the 
other cbieft and then keep the tribe nn- 
hroken. 

The report of Senator Vest and Delpeal* 
Mugionis further says: ll is unfortunaic 
that General Garfield cnme to tliis conclu- 
aion. anditis slill more unfcrtanale that 
the publiahed agreement as sbowQ by the 
report of the commissioner uf Indian affairs 
baa the signature of Chariot nQixed to il, 
trhilst, as stated, the original agreement 
on nie in the department of the In- 
terior does not show the sienature of Char- 
lot, but conQrms this elatement that he did 
not aigi) it. Tbe result of this publication 
has been to imbitler Chariot and render iiini 
BuspicionB and distrustful of thegovemmeni 
and its agenla, Man; interesled parties be- 
lieved or pretended to believe, that the 
agreement ai published is correct, and that 
Chariot really siKued it, and they have re- 
peated the statement until he and his band 
ore exasperated at what they consider an 
aflempt to rob them of llieir land by &lse- 
hood and fraud. 

The great cause of Chariot's billemess. 
however, is tbe fact tbaC Arlee, second cliief. 
is recognized by the government as the head 
of tlie tribe, and has received all its bininty. 
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This is anch on insnlt as no chief can 
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forgive aud it mast be remem- 
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bered that Chariot ia the son of 








Victor anil the heridilory chief of hig tribe. 
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moval of part of his tribe without his con- 
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sent, the ignorinK his rights as head chief; 








and setiing him aside for Arlee, the publica- 










tion of his name to an agreement which he 










refused to sign, we cannot blame him for 
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distrust and resentment. In this the out- 








rage is the ereater for the reiLion that Char- 
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lotand hia people have been the stead;, an- 
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flinching friends of the whites under the 
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most trying circumstances. When Joseph, 








the Kez Perce chief, came into the Bitter 
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Root valle; on hia ruid into Montana, 
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Chariot refused t« accept his proffered band, 
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because the blood of the white man was 
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the FlatheadB and Nek Percea were of kin, 
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if he killed a single while iu 
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the valley or injured the property 








of the while settlers the Flatheads would at- 
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tack him. To the action of Chariot the 
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white settlers owed their safety, and at our 
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(now bliiid and feeble), by one of the Jean- 
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ilea, who had drawn hia revolver and pro- 










tected the wife of the hiackamith at Stevens- 
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ville from outmge at the hands of the Ne« 
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Perces. 
After exhausting argument and persua- 
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sion we lold fiharlot very tirmly that heand 
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Ilia people must either lake patents or go to 








the Jocko reaervation, that we knew he had 
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been the friend of the whites and had been 
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badly treated, but that the while selllere 


S 






were all now around him and hia people 
were becoming poorer every day, whilst his 
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young men were drinking mid gambling. 
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His only reply wss Lbat be would oerer 
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we fioaily left him wiLh tie andeT^ioiidiQe 
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talk the matter over with the creat father. 
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The Cbier Went to Wa.hi»f ton and TnUted 
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Mkllen Over. 
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I am Elad lo learn thai the interior de- 
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paitmentbas ordered Chariot and some of 








his tribe to be sent lo Washington, and it is 
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rangement can be bad which will obTiate 
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the Dccesaity for nsing force against tbeM 








brave and unfortanale people. In any 
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event, deeply as we Bympatbize with these 
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Tjoople. and deplore the manner in which 
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Chariot has been treated, we are satisfied 
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with the welfare of b.Mh ihe whitw and In- 
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diana ID the Bitter Root valley absolntely 
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Jocko reaervalioD. Their presence in the 
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valley is a continned source of danger and 










disgaat. The titles to the lands areanset- 
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tled and improvement is stopped by reason 
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of the uncertsinlj eiisting in regard to the 
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oltimate dedaion of the qnestiona growing 










ont of the present stole of a&aira. The Bit- 










ter Itoot valley is no place for them. Their 
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property are daily becoming poorer &om 


EiS 








their established usuage of never refadDg to 










feed those who are hnngry. If the neeesBily 










should at last come for removing them by 
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force it shoold be done Grmly bat gently. 
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and as Chariot and hia band have received 
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nothing ont of the fSO.OOO paid to Arlee and 
those went with him. congtess should ap- 
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propriate such sn amoant as will Drovide 
lliein OH ilie reservBtion willi liousea, grain 
Hnd cattle, as atipulaWid in the treaty of 1S85 
and the Garfield agreement. 

rBABtOT's TR[P TO WWHINOTOB. 

On the leth day of January. 1884, lie 
TIniteii Stalea agent for the confederaled 
tribes of Indians livingupon the Flathead 
or Jocko reservation, in accordance with in- 
structions of the honorable commiasioner of 
ludian afl^irs. took his departure from Mis- 
soula. Montana Territory, for the city of 
Washington, accompanied by the following 
named delegation of Cbarlot's band of Bitter 
Root Flatbead Indians: 

1. Head Chief Chariot— 31em-Hak-Eah. 
"Little claw of agrizzly bear." 

2. Antoine Moise — Callup-8qual-She. 
"Grain with a. ring around his neck." 

3. I.ouia — Licoot-Sim-Hay. "Qrizriy bear 
far away," 

4. John Hill— Ta-hetchet. "Hand Shot 
Off." 

5. Abel or Tom Adams— Swam- A ch- ham. 
■■Red Arm." 

And the official interpreter. Michel B&- 
vais, whose Indian name is Ch!m-Coo-Bwee, 
"The Man Who Walks Alone." 

Tlie object of ordering the Indiana to 
Washington was in accordance with the 
recommendationsofSenator Vest and Mnjor 
Martin Maginnis, the gub-committ«e of the 
Tiiiied States senate committee, and was to 
try to secure Chariot's consent to remove 
with his band from the Bitter Root vidley, 
and to settle upon the Jocko reservation. 
Nearly a month was spent at the national 
canital, and during that time several inter- 
views were held by the Indians and the 
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Hon. H. M. Teller, but no offer otpeconiary 
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shake Cbarlut'a resolution to remain in the 
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Bitter Root valley. An offer to build him 
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a house, fence in and plow a sufflciencjof 


B 






land for a farm, give him cattle and horeea. 








and seed and agricultural impleraecta, and 
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to do likewise for each head of a bmil; be- 
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longing to hia band. Also a yearly pension 
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of KOO to Oharlot, and to be recogniied aa 








thehelrof Victor, hia deceased fother, and 










tolakehifl place aa the head chief of the 
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d' OreilieB and Kootenai Indiana liying on 
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only answer to thoae generous offers was 
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that he came to Wttahlnglon to get the per- 
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mission of the Great Father to allow him to 
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live nnmoleated in the Bitter Root vaUey, 
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the home of hia father and the land of hia 
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the government, only the poor privilege ot 
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and where the dust of his tribe who lived 
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before him was mingled with the earth. If 
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any of his tribe desired to accept the boon ty 
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reservatioa they were at liberly to do so, and 
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he would offer no objection; but it was his 
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own and individual wish to live and die in 
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the Bitter Hoot valley. 
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At the last interview held with the secre- 










tary of the interior Chariot was told if he de- 
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sired to Uve in the Bitter Root valley, he 
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could do so as long as he remained in peace 
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and friendship with the white settlers. No 
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promise of Hssistance was eiven the chief or 
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his band by the secrelary so long aa they re- 
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u tbe Bitter Root valley. After an 
V witb President Anbur, wranBe- 
■e made for departure tc 
fflthoot havine accomplislied anytliiag 
whateTw lookiBg to tbe removal of Che 
chief and his hand to the Jooko resetration. 
Before departure bom the capital, the sec- 
retary of the interior held a special iut«i~ 
irith the agent, none of the Indians 
beiuK present, and after palicnily listening 
to his recital of the extreme poverty of Chief 
Chariot and his band, who received do aid 
e from tbe government, the sec- 
retary gave tbe agent verbal inatmctioDa to 
proceed to the Bitter Eoot valley, as » 
practicable after his return to Ihe Jocko 
reservation, and report to him throagh the 
r of Indian affairs tbe wants 
» of this unforlunate tribe; and 
also to give his views in detail as to the most 
practicable method for tbe departnieut to 
relieve their wants, which should have con- 
sideration, and also to encourage tbeni to 
remove to tbe Joeko reservation. 

On tbe evening of IheTthof March, 1884, 
U>e agent arrived in Missoula. Montana, 
from Washington with the Flathead In- 
dian delegation, wheie he procured wagon 
transportation and sent them to th^ homes 
in BiLter Root valley. The members of the 
Flathead tribe were in tbe mountains hunt- 
ing for game with which to support their 
families, HH they had no other resoarce lor 
GxHlIn tbe winter season. The agent sent 
out TiinnefB to call them in, so that he 
coulii proceed according to verbal instmc- 
tioiis given to him by the secretary of the 
Interior, on the let day of March, 1.%I4. at bis 
oUloe in the interior deparimenl at Watih- 
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ington, which was in efftct, to go to the Bit- 
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ter Root valley and report as to tlieir neoes- 
allies and wants and to their affaire gener 
ally. Previously the agent had hot very 
little intercourae officially with Charlofs 
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band of Indiana, hut from converBiUon 
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with the secretary of the interior he became 






convinced that his relations with them alter- 
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watd would become of a c'oaer character. 
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Indians alter tis return the ugant was 1- d to 
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believe that the greawr portion of Chariot's 
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band would consent to remove to tlie Jocko 
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reservation, if he would promise that the 








government would assist in huilding ahouse 
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lor each family, fence fur each a field and 
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furnish seed for the first year or two; give a 
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wagon, haineas and plow, with other agii- 
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otdtural tools, and also furnish at least two 
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cowB for each family, heaidea pemiittlnR 
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ter Root volley to sell the same. 
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and twenty-one families agreed to remove, 
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and to them, following the views of the hon- 








^ 


orable secretary of the interior, the agent 
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promised: 










FiiBt^A cboioe of 16U acres of unoccupied 
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Second— Aasiatimce in the erection of a 
substantial house. 

Thin!— Aasiatance in fencing and break- 
ing up a field of at least ten acres. 
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Fourth- The fbllowiag ipHs: Two cows 
to each Wmily, a wagon and harness, a 
plow, with all other necessary agricultural 
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implements, seed for the first year and pro- 
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Tbli was a moderate promise, and the In- 


i 


1 




! m isiiiiffiiiiiiJiiiiiiia 


1 


-. -^ 



,t BiB n 



at Moi 






Big Cauoe, who Wfl» war chief of the 
Pend d'Oreillee, died in 1382, at Ibe Flat- 
head agency, and was bulled iq the Indian 
burying ground at Fort Ignatius misaion. 
He was 83 yearaof age attheKmeof his 
death, and was considered by the Indians to 
be one of the greatest war uhieOi the tribe 
ofthePandd' Oreilles ever had. Thestoriea 
of batlles led by bim aeainst Indian foes 
would fill a volume. Ab this aged warrior 
was well known to the old aettlera of MiB- 
soula pounty. I feel tempted to give one of 
hia atorlca. which waa related to the writer 
in frontjofablftiing camp fire some years be- 
fore Ilia death, and which was noted down 
almost word for word aa repeated &om. his 
lips by the interpreter. 

Many snows ago, when I was a boy, and 
while Joseph or "Celp-Slop" (Crazy Coun- 
try) was head chief of the Pend d' Ordlles. I 
waa one of a large hunting and war 
party who left the place where 
the white men call MissOQlo, for 
the purpose of killing buffalo and Blealing 
horees in our enemies' country. We (the 
Flalheads and Pen <rOreilleB) were at war 
with the Blackfeet, the Crowa the Sioui,the 
Bnakes and the Groa Ventres. The Nei 
Perciea were our alliea and friends and as- 
aisled us to fight those tribes. 

Whde encamped in the Crow country 
Big Smoke, one of the bravest war cbieft of 
the Pen d'Oreillea, discovered Crow signs. 
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and taking a party of his brarea with Wm 
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followed upon the trail The Crow camp 
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was soon discovered and as Big Smoke 
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Blarted out more to get horses than to secore 
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scalps, informed his warriora that be did 










not intend to attack the small party of 
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Crowfl. who were now at his roercy. aa the 








Pen d'Oraillesand Flat heads had crept upon 
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were resting in fancied security, their horses 
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grazing upon the pleasant slopes unE warded. 








while the old warriors lolled about the 










cump Bmoking their pipes, and the youne 
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men were engaged in the wild sports and 
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rude game practiced among the tribe. 
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have a fight was receiwpd with great marks 
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of disfavor by our braves, and. as I was a 
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young man and had not as yet token my 
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Brat scalp,! could not restrain myself, bnt 
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cried like a woman. Big Bmoka was known 










to be the bravest man in the tribe and no 
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one of ua dared impute Us action to 
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his plBBB, and when night came silently 
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and cautiously we ran oW the whole band 
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of Crow horses and left our enemies on 
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foot. We soon found our main encamp- 
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ment and the horses were divided up. One 
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particular fine black horse was given to our 
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head chief. The day after our return the 








chief announced to us that our powder and 
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lead was nearly exhausted, and as Ihere was 
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no way of procuring any without going to 
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the Crow trading post, naked if there was 
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any oi hia warriors brave enough to under- 
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take the feat. 
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Alexander, or Tem-Keth-lasme. which 
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means No Horse, who afterwards suo- 
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ceeded Joseph u chief and who was 
thin a youne warrior and burning 
to distinemsh liimwlf immediaWly volun 
teere<i and diegmsing himself as a Crow 
after durknesa lame on set out on hia per 
lions journey ArnnnR at the Crow atock 
ade ht BBS immediately admitted by the 
trader and was at once discovered to h« a 
Pond d Ureille by a Crow who was lounging 
about the poat. Word was sent to the Crow 
camp that an eoeniy waa in the stockade, 
and soon a loud demand was heard at the 
gate for admittance. The gate was opened 
and B single Indian was admitted. He waa 
a tall, noble-looking fellow, dressed in the 
full warcoatnme of a Crow brave. Halting 
immediately in front of Alexander, he 
reached out his hand and cordially grasped 
the hand of the Pend d'Oteille. "Canoe 
man you are brave. You have 
come among your enemies tu purchase 
ponder and lead. You are 'load but still 
yon live. 1 Bra Red Owl. Your warriora 
atole iota my camp; they took my hoisea; 
they were strong, but stole upon 119 while 
we were unaware and spared the lives of 
my band. Canoe-mau on that night I lost 
my war horae — a black horae with twoholes 
bored in his ears. He waa my fathers gift 
to me. Ib there such a horae In your camp? 
Alexander replied that aiicb a horae was 
given to his chief by I!ig Smoke after the 
capture. "Red Owl will go back with you 
into his enemies camp," and stridinK out of 
the stockade he harangaed, and then pick- 
ing out twenty ofhja braves desired them to 
accompany him. Alexander was then al- 
lowed 10 make his purchases and on the 
next morning accompanied by Red Owl 



■isiiiiaiiiiiiiiii 



p 


1 




■ 


1 


■ 


ipusmiiiiiiiiiii 


■ 1 




R 




1 




n 


and twenlr ot his warriors set out for the 
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Pend d'Oreille camp. 
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When wriving there the Indians were as- 
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tonished in behold their trusted brave. A lei- 
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ander. leadln? the Crow warriors arme 1 to 










the leeth. up to the 1o.ige of their chief, who 


m 




^^H 


I^eI 
















^^1 


(sir) 


tliat tliere was bo escape or even hope to es- 
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ftud asked Alexander which was hia chief. 
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The peraon being pointed out Red Owl hcI- 
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Jressed blm: "Chief of the Canoe Indiana. 
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your bravHB captnrod a hand of horses from 
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my people. Amonje them was my war, 








and I love him, fbr he was the gift of my 










father. I desire the horse and have brought 
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you as good to replace him." On r chief. 
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who did not like to part with the horse, and 
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who perf^tly knew the ndTanlage he pos- 
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seased, bent bis head in silence. Red Owl 
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repealed his apeech, but our chie( 
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gave no reply but stood in stolid 








silence. "Chief of the Pend d'OreU. 










les," eic-Iaimed Red Owl, "twice 
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have I spoken to yon, and yon eave me no 
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answer. I repeat it again for the third 
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time ! " We were liatesing lo the conversa- 
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titin, continued Big Canoe, and as young as 










I was; 1 conid not but admire the brave 
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Crow; surronnded as he was with his fol- 
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lowers by implacable enemies, only await- 
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ing the signal to begin the slaughter. But 
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llie brave bearing ot the Crow, and his in. 
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different manner won the respect of us alt, 








and we could not help but admire him; and 
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to such an extent did this feelloK prevail 
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til at a murmur ot applaU!4e went aronnd 
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when the Crow coucluded his last sentence. 
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StraiBhtpningbimaelfuptohiH fall height, 
the Crow cominiieil' turiiinEloua: "Pen 
d'Oreillei, you have heard lue nJdiesa jour 
chief; he gavB me no answer; he buried 
bis head low; he changed his color; this 
theaubterfogeorB woman. Pend d' Orel lies, 
yonr chLef ia a woman ; 1 give him my 
horse ! " And mounlinB at the head 
of his band he rode from 

onr camp and not one movement was made 
to sliiy hij progresa. So overwhelmed was 
our chief wilb confusion that lie gave no 
orders, and Red Owl. with his followers, 
returned sale U> his camp. 

first war chief of the Flatheadfl. died at tbe 
agency in 1SS7, at the age of 7S years. He 
msrBhftlled and led the young warriora 
when the council was held at the agency, 
reprpsented on the part of the Dniled aut*s 
by Hou. Jos. K. McCammon, asslstiml ul- 
torney geupml of the interior department. 
The Northern Pacific Railroad company 
was represented, aa attorney, by Hon. W. F. 
Sanders, now senator from Montana, while 
the Indian leaders and speokers in the coun- 
cil were Michel, chief of the Pend d'Oreilles; 
Eneos. chief of the Kooteuals, and Arise, 
chief of the reservation Flatbeads. Tbo 
council was held to negotiate with the In- 
dians for tlie right ofway for the Northern 
Paeiflo Railroad company. On occasions 
the scenes were wild and stormy, bat the 
level ht^S'led McCommon carried out the 
views of the government to a wise, generous 
and honorable settlement, and the memory 
ofMr. McCammon is cherished by the old 
chiefs of the tribes who still survive. 
Adolph was conaiiiered a great warrior 
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killed and KftlpedaboDt one hair of their 
number before tbey mnde their escape. The 
canon leading Troni O'Keefe's roncb to tbe 
reservation was called Coviaca Uefile. after 
one af the unfortunate South Sea ialauders 
who was killed by the Grus VeolJea. 

On Thursday, August 8. at 4rS0 p. m., 
Arlee, the last war chief of the FUtheads, 
and of tbe confederated tribes, died at hla 
ranch, near tbe Platbead apencf, and the 
Nortbem FaciBc railroad slalion, callsd 
after him. His deathbed wob surrounded by 
hia Indian relatives, head men of tbe tribes 
and friends. Major Ronan, United States In- 
dian agent, Mre, Ronan, Dr. Dade, tho 
agency physician, and others connected 
with the aeency siaUT were preient. The 
Sunday before he died he was visited by 
Biahop Broodel. of Helena, and Rev. J- 
D'A.ste. S. J., superior of St. lenatius mis- 
sion, and from the latter received 
the last sacra men ta of Che Cath- 
olic church. Arlee was bapUwd 
in hia yontb in tlie Bitter Knot valley by 
Father De Smet. He accented the terms of 
General Garfield and removed to the Jocko 
reservation, and was made head chief of tbe 
reservation Flatheads by Mr. Garfield. 
Chief Charles never recoemzed Arlee after- 
wards; never spoke Lo him nor visited him 
up 10 the day of his death. Arlee was burled 
near the little church at the agency. He 
has gone to the bappy hunting ground, and 
as he was the last of the war chiefs of his 
race and as an illustration of the prepara- 
tion of tbe dead chieftain for the grave, a 
translation of Schiller's beautiful burial 
song is here given. Tbe translation is be- 
lieved to be by Bulwer: 
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Arlee, Last of the Flathead War Chiefs 
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3eeonbl»ma:.«ilfofy.>re. 

Howlifeliieiililiehere: 
With the «anie aspect Ui»l tie wore 

linl when the right nrin's mfenglh, and where 
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The breath be used to brenlhe 








To the Great Spirit bIoH Io air, 










The peace pipe's Ituty wroar.h? 










And vboe the hawli-UKeeye, alMl 










That wont tbe deer pornne 
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Along the naTea of rlppllap graa. 








Or adda that sbone with dew? 










Are ihew the limber, bounding feet 
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Thnlsweol, the winter soovrt7 
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Whal atanled deer wu half to ttee^ 


















These hiindi that once the iturdy bow 
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Could aopplB from IM pride. 
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How itark and belpleaa bang the; no» 
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Yet weal to blm! at peace he Mraya 
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Where never fall Ihe snows. 
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That mortal never sows; 
Where birds are blithe la every brike, 
Wbece rore>ti I«ein with deer. 
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Where glide ibe tlsh through every lake. 
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One ohase from year lo yoarl 








With splilti now he fe>i<<t8 above; 










All left m. to revero 










The deoOs wb cherUh with oar love, 
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The re*tvra bury here- 
He'* bring the Mt gl't»; loud and ahclll 

Wall death dirge of ihe br..Ya! 
What pleased him moM In life may ailll 


i 








Give pleaaute In the grsve. 
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Wb lav the eie bennalh hie head 
lie rwung when ttreogth wu etrong, 

To bear on which bii hunger ftd- 
The way Itoio eorlh Is longl 
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And here, new sharpened, place the knift 








Which served IhJio the clay. 










Krom wblcb tbe axe had apoiled Ihe lUb, 
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The conquered acalp away. 
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The palau dial deok the dead bralow. 

Aje, idBce ibem In bli Imtid, 
That rel the Llngly eliatle may kiow 

Amid tbe spirit land. 
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MONTANA'S Tribute to Father Ravalli 
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LIST OF ENGRAVINGS. 

Major Pclcr Ronan.. Fmnlispiei 

Signal of Succraaful Klathead War Puny I 
[ndiui!< who Gonducicd Father DeSmci 

from Si, l/>ui* If) Biltcr Rool Valley. , , I 

Father Ravalli 3 

Millstone now in Si Ignatius Mission 

Musetini which gioanii (im Hour in 

MontanB, ...... .... J 

Si, Ignatius Mission Flathead \'nl1''V 3 

Agenl'i- Residence <i 

.Michael Revais, oliicial, inlerpreter. . . ' 
Mojor Ronan, Chief Chariot and Indian 

delegation vi^il to Washington >n 1884, ( 

Chief Ailee and fkinily. . . ... : 

Arlee, last of the Flilbead War Chitik . 7 

MonUna-s iTilnile In Father Ravalli t 
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